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Beyond Compare 



You don't know fishing until you've fished Los 
Suehos. you don’t know living until you’ve 
lived Los Suehos. 



LOS SUENOS SIGNATURE TRIPLE CROWN 
5,078 billfish. 9 days. 39 teams. 2014 
5,732 billfish. 9 days. 39 teams. 2015 
Tournament Dates 2016 
.Jan 20-23 / Feb 24-27 / Mar 30-Apr 2 
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TWO STEPS AHEAD ^ 
33'.36\39'D42’MaDELSAVAIUI 



INVINUBLb HAS SET A NEW INDUSTRY STTOarS FOR QUALITY, FIT & FINISH AND CUSTOMER SERVICE BY 
WHICH ALL OTHER BOAT MANUFACTURERS ARE NOW MEASURED ” 



OUR PATENTED “STEPPED-VEE VENTILATED TUNNEL” (SWT) HULL CREATES THE LOWEST DRAG COEFFICIENT OF ANY MONO 
HULL ON THE MARKET. THIS MEANS INCREASED SPEED, BEHER FUEL ECONOMY THAN CONVENTIONAL STEPPED HULLS, 
AND AN ALL-AROUND BEHER RIDE. 
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INVINCIBLE 




4700 NW132ND STREET, OPALOCKA, FLORIDA 33054 • PH: 305-605-2704 • WWW.INVINCIBLEB0ATS.COM 







EDITOR'S LETTER 





UNRIVAIJiD 

EXCITEMENT 



''Right teaser, right teaser!'’ 

I heard those words from the bridge just before seeing my first blue 
marlin attempt to devour a Mold Craft teaser. The adrenaline rush that 
followed threw me into warp speed as I attempted to feed a blue for the 
first time, missing the fish not once but twice as the captain bellowed a few 
choice words. Thankfully, the fish was hungry and came back a third time. 
I dropped back the mahimahi belly rigged with a circle hook and a chugger 
head one last time and finally came tight. Recalling my first experience with 
a blue is all but a blur from the excitement. 

The sight of a billfish in the spread still gets my heart racing even after 
experiencing it hundreds of times. Now, those adrenaline-filled moments 
take place in slow motion, and I relish every detail of the encounter. It's hard 
to explain to people who have never truly experienced it, but the seconds 
between a fish charging hot on a teaser and getting it to switch over to a pitch 
bait are arguably the most exciting moments in all of sports. It's a true rush. 

As I step into my new role as Editor-in-Chief of Marlin, I have a very similar 
feeling — an unrivaled excitement. On the heels of our recent redesign and 
several other projects in the works, my anticipation for the future of the 
brand is all but equal to seeing a blue marlin pounce on a lure and instantly 
greyhound into the distance. 

I picked up my first copy of Marlin 20-some years ago during a family 
vacation to the Outer Banks. It was filled with awe-inspiring photos, 
gorgeous sport-fishing boats and tales from fishing adventures all over the 
world, and I was instantly hooked on everything to do with big-game fishing. 
Although there weren't any billfish flags flying after that trip, I did have to 
stand on the cooler to make sure it closed as mahimahi tails stuck out the 
side. Things have certainly changed on the pages of Marlin over the years, 
but the spirit of camaraderie and exotic adventure that first amazed me two 
decades ago in North Carolina continues today. 

You'll find that spirit in Sam White's story "Pass the Torch" about five of 
the top family-friendly billfish destinations. It's not only a great read that 
brings back a lot of personal memories, but it has plenty of advice to put to 
use in 2016. 

If you've got kids or grandchildren of your own, or a spouse itching to join 
on your next offshore adventure, there is no better way to spend time with 
the family. Whether chasing mahimahi to keep the rod bent or in pursuit of 
your child's royal slam, one of the most exciting parts of big-game fishing 
is sharing the experience with others. I'm honored to share the stories that 
follow with you. 




Andrew Cox 

Editor-in-Chief 

andrew.cox@marlinmag.com 
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DISCOVER \PANAMA 



Panama 















FISH. EXPLORE. 
SHOP. RELAX. 

TWITTER FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM 



VISITPANAMA.COM 




Unlimited Water, 
Unlimited Fishing 




With The World’s Most Reliable 
Watermaker 

Sea Recovery, known for 
watermaker technology and 
expertise, is now part of Park- 
er, a global leader in desalina- 
tion. Aligned, they bring best- 
in-class products, buoyed by 
Parker’s deep resources, 
including global distribution 
and support, plus global ser- 
vice from factory-trained 
professionals. Parker and Sea 
Recovery keep you fishing, no 
matter where in the world your 
catch takes you, no matter how 
much water you need. 






By 



For more information please visit 
www.searecovery.com or call 
1 - 310 - 608-5600 
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BERTRAM 

MY GREAT U3VE 



BENIAMINO GAVIO: 

OWNER OF BERTRAM, BAGLIETTOAND CCN: 

Former Bertram 54 owner. “I loved everything 
about that boat.' Very simple. Very strong:” * 
Successful entrepreneur and boatbuilder. _ 
Passionate about boats, the sea, and " 

history. “You can trust, I will treat Bertram . * 

with" great, great, great respect.” - . ■ 



BERTRAM 



[NS.°^ED BirTRADTHON DRIVEN BY EXCEt:^NCE 



REGISTER FOR 

THE BERTRAM INSIDER’S CLUB (JD " 

bertram.com 

TO RECEIVE NEWS ON BERTRAM 
HAPPENINGS AND NEW PRODUCT. 

954.401.1070 



COME VISIT US AT D DOCK AT THE FT.; LAUDERDALE INTERN^IONAL BOAT SHOW NOVEMBER 5-9 






FEEDBACK 



InstcL^^aiii 

Follow Marlin's Instagram (©marlinmag) and tag 
your fishing photos with #MarlinlVlagazine. 








editor@marlinmag.com 



A DIFFERENT LINE OF THOUGHT 

Andrew Cox's argunnent for increasing nriinimum size of blue marlin landings in tournaments 
[Conservation, October 201 5; "Changing Weight Classes"] has merit for reducing the numbers 
killed annually. Recreational fishermen, crews and tournament organizers have a responsibility to 
demonstrate another conservation ethic here, particularly with the biological status of these mag- 
nificent fish in doubt. But an argument for increasing to a 500-pound minimum has other potentially 
serious biological consequences and should not be overlooked. It emphasizes killing the biggest and 
most biologically prolific of this species - females - at a time when we are learning the importance of 
protecting the largest individuals in a resource. 

Unlike many mammals, including humans, most species offish keep reproducing throughout 
their lives and as they age. In billfish, their annual fecundity, the reproductive capacity or number of 
eggs produced by an individual, increases dramatically with size and age. In several recent nonbillfish 
studies, researchers determined that these species not only produced more eggs, but the eggs can 
be of higher quality than those of smaller individuals. Presumably, the resulting larval forms are stron- 
ger and grow faster, and are better able to resist starvation in a competitive oceanic environment. 
These potential attributes for spawning big blue marlin and other species should not be dismissed. 
For example, a 1 ,000-pound blue marlin will likely produce and season- 
ally shed in fractional batches about 1 00 million ripe eggs annually. 

And who's to say that the older individuals don't get more successful 
repeating the spawning act over 1 0 to 20 years? 

Perhaps this line of thought deserves more attention in our billfish 
tournaments and fisheries management decisions? 

John W. Jotlay 

Former ^nior ftsheries sctent^ Bt^ie of Flonda; 
current sclenitific adviser to the West Palm Beach Fishing Club 



PETER B. WRIGHT 

I am very disappointed to hearthat Capt. Wright will no longer be working forthe magazine. Peter 
has forgotten more about marlin fishing than most of us will ever know. As a marlin fisherman, 
I will certainly miss Capt. Wright, and I wish you would reconsider your decision and allow Peter 
to continue to write forthe magazine. If it is your desire to be the best marlin-fishing magazine, 
then you should reconsider and include Capt. Wright in your magazine. If you are not worried 
about being the best, then continue to exclude him in the future. 

Michael D. Scott 

Corpus Christi, Texas 

Peter will continue to work with and contribute to Marlin in different capacities and be fully involved 
in Marlin U. - Ed. 




facebook.com/marlinnnag 



©messiacharters 



@ke Ilyke lly_g reen 



+ 

EMAIL, MAIL, FAX OR SUBSCRIBE 

editor@marlinmag.com 
460 N. Orlando Ave., Suite 200, 

Winter Park, FL 32789 
Fax: 407-628-7061 
marlinmag.com/newsletter 




October's Conservation column ["Changing Weight Classes"] also prompted a lot of 
chatter and debate on Marlin's Facebook page (facebook.com/marlinmag). 



KEITH ENGLISH 



It is time to raise Gulf minimum lengths. Bigger boats and 
longer ranges have opened up more fishing grounds, which 
has led to larger and more fish being caught in tournaments. 
To preserve our fishery, we need to think about three, five, 

1 0 years down the road to ensure we do not see a decline 
in stocks and make sure our children see the same size and 
quantity of fish we have currently, or even better, an increase 
in both. 



CORRECTION 

On Page 4 of our October issue, we called the air- 
borne marlin on the cover a black marlin when in 
fact it was a blue. 



Absolutely agree! I've been saying this for a while now. Kill 
CHRIS MARLIN HOOD length needs to be set at 1 1 0 inches. Question is, how do we 
convince tournament directors whose main objective is to 
bring people to their venue via dead blue marlin? 
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“Looking baok I worked for Capt. Omie and Sheldon but when it 
was time for me to build my first boat I looked ahead. Jig building 
was new bank then but I felt like it was a better way. 00 boats later 
and Spencer Yachts is still innovating.” - Paul Spencer 

Visit Spencer Yachts’ 1 OOth hull online 

SPENCERYACHTSINC.COM 



LET’S BUILD A MILESTONE 




H8 



DOUBLE THE FUN! 

Raul Boesel Jr. 
captured this 
fantastic pre-release 
photo of the first 
sailfish from a 
doubleheader 
caught by the crew 
aboard Priceless. 
They fed the pair 
of sails live herring 
while kite-fishing 
during a tournament 
practice day. 

LOCATION 

Shot while fishing on 
the famous county 
wrecks off Miami 
aboard Priceless, a 
48-foot Viking, with 
Capt. Tido Sanchez. 



Q 

TECH SPECS 
CAMERA: 

Canon 7D in 
Nauticam housing 
LENS: Tokina 
10-1 7mm f/3.5-f/4.5 

ISO: 640 
APERTURE: f/4.0 
SPEED: 1/250 sec 
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MARINA 

LA PEHInSULA 



^ 46 slips 

* Dedicated fuel dock 
and boat ramp 
^ Electric gdf cart 
transportation 
^ Fishlr^ scuba and 
watefsport center 
* 6 ar and restaurant 



LA PENINSULA 



mmcM¥OLU^ m 



* Apartments 

* Vittas & Lois 



BEACH CLUB 

LA PEN rNfiULA 



* Beadi bar 
and terrace 

* Infinity edge pool 

* Restaurant 
' Clubhouse 



THE MOST EXCLUSIVE AND EXQUISITE ISLAND COMMUNITY 




PEARL ISLAND 

PANAMA 



pearUsUnd@J2onira.com 



wwyu.pearUsiand.com - (507) 302.5150 - Facebook: Pearl Island Living 
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BY ANDREW COX 



i lloli Goihie^ Jr. 

The Bar South crew, led by owner Rob Gothier Jr., dominated the 
South Florida sailfish scene last year aboard its 60-foot Spencer, 
winning the Quest for the Crest series and taking home more than 
$358,000 from the four events. 



CO 



NTI 



ROB GOTHIER JR. 
AND BAR SOUTH 
LOOK TO REPEAT 
AS CHAMPIONS 
IN THE QUEST 
FOR THE CREST 
CIRCUIT. 



P. 18 




OPINION 

Big-game gurus fix 
common mistakes 




BACK WHEN 

Thirty years since 
historic sailfish catch 




RIGGER'S CORNER 

The best circle hook 
connections for billfish 
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SIKX^EEDING ON THE 
SAIEFISH CIRCUIT 



\Yiuit 

2ictv2int2i^es 
does the 
Spencer 
j^ive you? 




Speed, both in forward and 
reverse. It's remarkably agile 
and backs up quickly for 
a 60-footer; we released a 
400-pound blue marlin in nine 
minutes during this year's 
White Marlin Open. With twin 
1,650 hp Caterpillar C32s, it 
cruises at 37 knots and can 
push it up to 42 or 43 knots 
on the pins. When it's rough 
during sailfish season and 
we have 4- to 5-footers, we 
have the advantage of being 
a big boat with speed that can 
pass the center-consoles and 
beat them to the bite. We just 
added a Contender 35T with 
trip Yamahas and a tower to 
use as a bait boat or a backup 
in case we can't fish the big 
boat during a tournament. 



But Bar South wasn't always winning tournaments and sizable 
checks. Four years ago, Gothier began to put together the ingre- 
dients he believed were needed to get the program to the winners 
circle. He hired Capt. Jim Mulcahy, a Florida Keys native and 
charter captain, and added other key team members. As the 
Bar South team prepares for its sixth South Florida sailfish- 
tournament season, Gothier opened up to Marlin about the 
team's success and its plans to repeat this year. 

The Quest saw stiff competition last year, hut you guys came 
through during the Final Sail. Give me the play-by-play. 

We started the season off quickly and took first place in 
Operation Sailfish, releasing 12 sails and winning more than 
$157,000. Fishing was slow during the Sailfish 400, and we caught 
only three fish, finishing in 19th and taking home a daily We 
placed third in the Sailfish Challenge and caught 13 to finish fifth 
at the Final Sail, completing the series with 36 sailfish and a total 
of 97 points, based on our position in each of the tournaments. 

M What kind of preparation goes into having a season like that? 

The team fished together more than 60 days last year for 
sailfish in South Florida, and then another 30-plus days 
for marlin up the East Coast. We put effort into the small — but 
important — details like rigging and solid communication to 
make sure everything goes right on tournament days. We pride 
ourselves on having high-quality bait and also make sure to have 
an assortment of species in case the fish are eating better on 
small or large bait that particular day. 

Where do you guys get your edge? 

Our team works extremely hard, and there isn’t a weak link to 
be found. What makes us dangerous in a tournament is our bite- 
to-catch ratio, which averages right around 95 to 98 percent. If 
our numbers are any lower than that as a team, we consider it a 
complete failure of a tournament or even a practice day. When 
we have that kind of consistency on the rod, it comes down to 
making sure we put ourselves in the right spot to produce bites. 
** What's the annual schedule for your program ? 

We fish six to seven tournaments during the year and plan 
to expand the tournament schedule in the coming years. We’ve 
fished the White Marlin Open and the MidAtlantic 500 the past 
two years, in addition to several sailfish tournaments, and did 
very well in both of those. We have Skip Smith’s tournaments on 
the radar because his format plays well into our strengths as a 
team and I enjoy hooking my own fish. Fm hesitant to expand the 
program too much with too many destinations because of time 
away from my family, and I don’t see a reason to fish many of the 
smaller tournaments if there isn’t any money involved. 

What's your outlook for this season? 

We are due to have another big season. The fish are already 
showing up in South Florida, and we are excited to get dialed in 
and back out there doing what we love. @ 



The right 
guys on 
the tesuii? 



We just have some really 
fishy guys. Everyone from 
Jim [Mulcahy], Justin Miller, 
Shay Danzig and the rest 
of the crew are just good 
fishermen, and we mesh well 
as a team. We all know our 
individual roles on the boat 
and what we need to do. I'm 
not an overbearing boss by 
any means, but I look at myself 
as the quarterback and make 
sure everyone can do what they 
need to do to be successful. 
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Our best networking combo series ever. 



The GPSMAP 7600xsv chartplotter/sonar combo series provides the perfect combination 
of performance, ease of use, and feature integration. You can control your charts, sonar(s), 
autopilot, radar(s), and Fusion-Link entertainment system all from this combo's touchscreen. 
All feature built-in advanced 1kW dual CHIRP sonar, and both Garmin CHIRP DownVu and 
CHIRP SideVu scanning sonar for the clearest scanning sonar images on the water. Preloaded 
with both BlueChart® g2 U.S. coastal charts and U.S. LakeVu HD maps, built-in Wi-Fi, and 
a 10 Hz internal GPS. Available with 7", 8", 10", 12" and 16" multi-touch widescreen displays. 



GARMIN. 



I 



Marine 2015 



)2015 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries 
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Where the Bite Is 



ISLA MUJERES 

SAILFISH 

Baitballs and birds;* 
find them and 
you're guaranteed 
nonstop action off 
the coast of Mexico. 



GUATEMALA ^ 

MIXED BAG 

Pacific sails are 
plentiful, but keep 
your eye out for blue 
marlin in the spread. 



+ 

BITE TRACKER 

Stay current with top 
bites from the best 
billfish destinations 
around the globe at 

marlinmag.com/travel 




LOS SUENOS 

SAILFISH 

Calm seas and 
double-digit days 
are common at 
this Costa Rican 
hot spot. 



PINAS BAY 

BLACK MARLIN 

Panama's prime 
black marlin 
season also offers 
the possibility of 
a slam. 
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EXMOUTH 
GRAND SLAM < 

Best chance at a 
grand slam and 
the peak of blue 
marlin season. 



GOLD COAST 

; BLACK MARLIN 

-* Grab the light tackle; 
double-digit numbers 
on smaller fish 
are possible. 



PORT STEPHENS 

, STRIPED MARLIN 

Great numbers follow 
the East Australian 
Current southward for 
incredible action. 



DECEMBER/JANUARY Nor 'easters in the Atlantic generate the ever-anticipated winds driving sailfish to 
South Florida and the Yucatan. At the same time, things heat up in other locations, and as Capt. Chris Sheeder, 
from Casa Vieja Lodge in Guatemala, puts it, "December and January are ruled by Central America." Whether 
you want to fish a familiar location or shoot across the world to a new hot spot, our panel of Marlin experts 
tells you where you need to be. 
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62ND SAN JUAN 
INTERNATIONAU 
ItIUUFISH 
TOURNA3IENT 



Peje releases seven blues to take top 
honors at Club Nautieo 



SEPT. 24-30, SAN JUAN, 

PUERTO RICO 

When the diesel smoke cleared, the 50-boat fleet 
of 50-plus-footers released 79 blue marlin at Club 
Nautieo de San Juan’s 62nd International Billfish 
Tournament. An impressive number, consider- 
ing all teams were fishing on 30-pound tackle 
in the tournament for the first time after Club 
Nautico’s decision to move from a 50-pound- 
tackle tournament to a 30-pound one, increasing 
the challenge and excitement for anglers. Ricky 
Jaen, director of the event, was excited with 
the outcome and said, ‘'We produced results using 
30-pound-test line. We showed that we can — and 
we are going to — become the premier world-class 



light-tackle fishing event.” 
The tournament attracted 196 
local and international big- 
game enthusiasts, including 10 
lady anglers. 

Anglers from six countries, 
as well as neighboring fishing 
clubs in Puerto Rico, competed 
fiercely across several catego- 
ries for overall, international 
and interclub accolades. Peje, 
owned by Carlos Garcia and 
whose name is translated as 
“fish,” fulfilled its namesake by 
releasing seven blue marlin to 
take the top overall honors. The 
crews aboard Reel Affair and 
Pez Piedra each released four 
blue marlin for second and third 
place, respectively. 

Caito Chapel aboard Peje 
won best local angler and best 
overall angler with three blue 
marlin releases, followed by ReeZ 
Affair’s Alberto “Tito” Serra and 



TOUIUVAMENT 
QUICK BITES 



BLUEWATER BABES 
FISH FOR A CURE 

Oct. 2-3, Singer Island, Florida 

It's more about the fun than the fishing at 
this all-women fishing tournament, which 
has raised more than $300,000 for three 
local women's charities: Cancer Alliance 
of Help and Hope, HOW and the Kristin 
Hoke Breast Health Program. 
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Showtime’s Edgardo Canales. Carey Chen 
was named the top international angler; 
Chen, John Moore and Andy Wilson rep- 
resented the United States and took first 
place in the international team division. 

75TH INTER- 
NATIONA!^ 
EIGHT TACKEE 
TOURNAMENT 
ASSOCIATION 



Team from Puerto Rico 
takes first place 



SEPT. 13-19, MANTEO, 
NORTH CAROLINA 




The number: 196. That's how many white 
marlin were released during the 75th 
International Light Tackle Tournament 
Association tournament in Manteo, North 
Carolina. Twenty-two boats from Pirate's 
Cove Marina and the Oregon Inlet Fishing 
Center, with 66 anglers fishing, also caught 
13 sailfish and eight blue marlin during the 
four days of fishing. Anglers rotate boats 
and fish with different teams each day, cre- 
ating a separate boat division within the 
tournament. In this division. Dream Girl 
took first place with 13 white marlin and 
three sailfish. Point Runner placed second 
with 13 whites and two sails, and Goombay 
finished in third place with 13 white marlin. 

In the team category, the team 
representing the Puerto Rico Light Tackle 



Anglers, Angel ''Tito" Muntaner Sr., Angel 
Muntaner Jr. and Vincenzo DiAmico, 
released 17 white marlin and two sailfish 
to take first place. Jim Motsko, Wa5me Six 
and Tim McGuire, from the Ocean City 
Light Tackle Club, took second place with 
two blue marlin, one sailfish and 14 whites; 
Carlos Monteros, Hugo Mayorga and 



Gabriel Fernandez, from the Asociacion 
Nacional de Pesca, of Guatemala, finished 
in third, releasing 15 whites and a sail- 
fish. Muntaner Sr. took first place in the 
angler division, followed by Motsko and 
Monteros. The 76th ILTTA tournament 
will take place in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, 
and is scheduled for Oct. 10-16, 2016. @ 




Introducing the latest addition to the 
Sport Fishing Tournament Series 

Outfish the competition with AIRMAR's new Ultra Wide CHIRP transducers. With a 
40 degree beamwidth, this transducer reveals more fish in the water column than 
ever before and is being reported by captains as the best performance option! Don't 
miss the fish — install this transducer for your next tournament season! 



50' 

100 ' 

300' 

600' 



1000 ' 



QAIRMAR^ 



Beam Diameter vs. Depth 




Beam Diameter 


Depth 


PM111LM/LH 
15° Beamwidth 


PM111LHW 
25° Beamwidth 


PM41 1 LWM 
40° Beamwidth 


50 ft 


13 ft 


22 ft 


36 ft 


100 ft 


26 ft 


44 ft 


73 ft 


300 ft 


79 ft 


130 ft 


220 ft 


600 ft 


160 ft 


270 ft 


440 ft 


1000 ft 


260 ft 


440 ft 


730 ft 
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OAriFORNIA’S 
SECOND-LARGEST 
IJEIJE MAREIN 



Anglers experience monumental year 
ojf Southern California 



Matt Santora and Andy Vo set out for the fishing grounds 
off San Diego, California, on Sept. 23 without expectation. 
However, a push of warm water from El Nino over several 
months had created a steady billfish bite in the area. Perhaps 
they'd see a fish or two. But when a behemoth blue marlin 
engulfed the lure behind Finbomb, a 21-foot center-console, 
and the two- speed Shimano Talica 25 loaded with 100-pound 
braid began screaming, they knew they had something spe- 
cial. For two hours, Santora fought the fish stand-up before 
the duo leadered the fish. Weighed at the Marlin Club of San 
Diego, their blue marlin tipped the scales at 662.2 pounds, 
becoming the second largest ever recorded in California. 
The heaviest? A 692-pounder landed in 1931. © 





ICOM' 



Long Battery Life (11 hrs) 
Float’n Flash™ 

USB Charging (Micro-B) 
AquaQuake™ 

Three Color Choices 



s 

w 

ui 



Icom’s New 
Floating Ra(dio 



Slim Styling & 
Smart Features 
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BY JASON SCHRATWIESER, CONSERVATION DIRECTOR, IGFA 

A WAITING GAME FOR THE 
BIEEFISH CONSERVATION A(]T 



TheBillfish Conservation Act will 
prohibit billfish importation if the 
law is implemented as intended. 



domestic-caught billfish. Doing so would 
create substantially more work for NMFS. 

For the better part of a year and a 
half, NMFS has promised a draft rule. 
However, weVe yet to see one. Hopefully, 
by the time this issue of Marlin reaches 
your house, one will exist. If indeed this 
early Christmas present occurs, we hope it 
reflects what the BCA’s authors intended. 
That is, no billfish — foreign or domestic 
— is to be sold in the continental United 
States, period. 

THE IGMR 
COMPEETES 
YEAR WITH 
NEW RE(T)RD 



Three years later, still empty-handed 



Ten successful satellite tagging 
events in seven countries 



IFs hard to believe, but it's been more 
than three years since President Barack 
Obama signed the Billfish Conservation 
Act (BCA) into law on Oct. 5, 2012. This 
historic piece of legislation banned the 
importation of billfish into the continen- 
tal United States and also provided the 
means to take away the United States' 
dubious distinction of being the world's 
largest importer of billfish. This effort 
took nearly four years of blood, sweat 
and tears for IGFA and our partner 
Wild Oceans to accomplish, but we are 
now left with a federal law that governs 
billfish importation. 

Since its passing, the BCA has been 
the responsibility of the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), whose task 
is to develop and implement the law; 
one would think this task should be easy 
because the entire law is only two pages 
long. The BCA's language is straight- 
forward in that it strictly prohibits the 



importation and sale of billfish in the 
continental United States but still allows 
traditional harvest and sale within the 
Hawaiian Islands and Pacific territories. 

What NMFS is trying to figure out, ever 
so slowly, is if the BCA legally allows bill- 
fish harvested in Hawaii to be shipped to 
the mainland United States. We say that it 
does not, for two main reasons: 

1. Prohibiting importation from 
foreign countries but allowing Hawaii to 
ship billfish to the mainland most likely 
violates international trade treaties. 

2. The BCA’s authors wrote and 
passed this important law to con- 
serve billfish — not to supplant 
a sizable foreign billfish market with a 
domestic one. 

Additionally, allowing Hawaii to 
ship billfish to the mainland neces- 
sitates NMFS to develop an effective 
and enforceable mechanism for 
differentiating between foreign- and 



BY LEAH BAUMWELL, CONSERVA- 
TION COORDINATOR, IGFA 

The 2014-2015 IGFA Great Marlin Race 
(IGMR) was the largest race to date, with a 
total of 63 satellite tags deployed in 10 tag- 
ging events. Combined, these fish swam 
a total linear distance of 57,085 nautical 
miles. However, one fish was responsible 
for 10 percent of the total distance. 

On Oct. 28, 2014, during the Lizard 
Island IGMR in Australia, Mark Paterson 
satellite tagged an estimated 1,100-pound 
black marlin aboard Kalira. Exactly 180 
days later, the tag popped up to reveal 
the fish swam an incredible 5,716 nauti- 
cal miles across the Pacific Ocean, nearly 
reaching South America. Sponsored 
by Ernesto Bertarelli, the winning fish 
not only swam the longest distance in 
the IGFA Great Marlin Race but, to our 
knowledge, swam the longest linear dis- 
tance ever recorded by a billfish with an 
electronic tag. % 
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DISCOVER A NEW WAYiri 
iTO EXPRESS yourself! 




Sleek Stylina Serious Performonce. . .Meet the Jupiter 411 The Flagship 41 starts with a time-tesled and proven deep-V hull 
design built tor running through the rough stuff in comfort, while also offerir^ speed when you wont it courtesy of triple 360-hp 
Yamaha \t-8 outboards. The Jtipifer 4) Is eQually of home Island hopping or tmlllng the lOOO-tothom line. 

• Sleeping luxommodatfons for 5 or More * 60-gol. Llvewell 
2/90 gal. Fishboxes with Maceratofs • Custom Wood Cabinetry • Diesel Oenerotar 










POWERED BV 



#YAMAHA 



IF YOU ENJOY THE FINER THINGS IN LIFE, DEMAND THE VERY 8ESTI 




9 -^=^ 9 -=^^ 

26' FS 30' FS 3Z‘F5/CUDDV 3J'FS/T 38' FS/T/CUDDV 4T' EX/SB 

For more informotion. contact Jupiter Marine Crf 941.729.5000 or visit www.JupilerMarlne.com 
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FOUR BIG- 
GAME GURUS 
WEIGH IN ON 
AN IMPORTANT 
TOPIC 




WHAT IS THE BIGGEST MISTAKE YOU SEE ANGLERS MAKE WHEN TRYING TO 
HOOK A BILLFISH, AND HOW WOULD YOU CORRECT IT? 




CAPT. QUINTON 
DIETERLE 

CUTTING EDGE 

KEY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA 





CAPT. ANTHONY 
MENDILLO 

KEEN M 

ISLA MUJERES, MEXICO 



RUM LINE 

CASA VIEJA LODGE, 
GUATEMALA 



The biggest and most 
frequent mistake 
I see anglers make, 
whether fishing 
from the kite or on 
the troll, is reeling 
as hard as they can 
before coming tight. 
Everybody has heard 
the first lesson on 
dropping back: Feed 
the fish the bait for 
10 seconds and then 
set the hook. Right? 
Do you ever hear to 
first reel tight? No. 
The easiest way to fix 
this common mis- 
take is to instruct the 
anglers to drop-back 
until they feel the line 
increase in speed off 
the reel and then 
reel the handle until 
the line begins to go 
out, then set the hook. 
After a few attempts, 
the anglers usually 
get the hang of doing 
it and are more 
successful. 

-h 

HAVE A QUESTION? 

oo 

facebook.com/nnarli 
©MarlinMagazine 





CAPT. BUBBA CARTER 

TIJERETA 

LOS SUENOS, COSTA RICA 



The one big mistake 
I see 90 percent of my 
anglers make is they 
don't hold the rod 
all day. They think 
they're fast enough 
for the captain to call 
out where the fish 
is in the spread and 
have enough time 
to get to the rod and 
drop-back to the fish 
on time. This works 
about 50 percent of 
the time, but if you 
just hold the rod 
and watch your bait 
during the day, you're 
going to be 20 per- 
cent better than the 
other guy. Another 
thing I see anglers do 
is try to put their rod 
in the rod belt before 
the fish is actually 
hooked. That's just 
like taking your eye 
off the ball in base- 
ball; you're not going 
to fare very well. 



One of the biggest 
mistakes we find while 
trolling for sailfish is 
what I call the blind 
dump. This is when an 
angler's rigger or flat 
line pops out of its clip 
and the angler is late 
to the bite. The angler 
then just dumps the 
reel into free-spool to 
maybe a fish but often 
nothing. This method 
works great once you 
know there is a fish 
back in the spread, but 
the mistake is made 
when you drop -back 
a head or a weed, or 
worse yet, you drop 
the bait right by the 
fish that was happy 
to bite to begin with. 

I always want my 
anglers to wind up 
the bait so I can see 
what's going on. Is it a 
fish? Do they even have 
a bait left? If there 
is a fish and things 
are good, drop-back, 
dump, do whatever, 
but we need to know 
what they're dealing 
with so things are done 
on their terms when 
they do get the bite. 



Above all, if you're not 
hooking billfish via 
bait-and-switch, you're 
missing out on the most 
exciting and interactive 
way to catch them. But 
stay calm! Most billfish 
that are going to bite 
aren't going an 3 Avhere, 
so take your time and 
be precise with what 
you're doing. Stop 
shouting 100 words 
per second, and listen. 
Your captain has a bet- 
ter vantage point and 
might have some advice 
to help hook the fish. 

A well-positioned bait 
is usually much better 
than just getting it out 
quickly. Waiting for the 
right bite, instead of 
rushing a bad bite, saves 
bill wraps and lost fish. 
A calm and collected 
angler can easily time 
an aggressive bite with 
a controlled drop-back. 
The more you practice 
sta 5 dng calm, the more 
ever 3 dhing will seem in 
slow motion. Once the 
billfish is on, you can 
go as crazy as you want, 
but sta 5 ung cool before- 
hand will make you 
shine as an angler. 
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COURTESY CAPT. QUINTON DIETERLE. COURTESY JOAN VERNON. 
COURTESY CAPT. ANTHONY MENDILLO. COURTESY CAPT. CHRIS SHEEDER 



Your rare opportunity to 
customize a new Paul Mann 

60% completed 60' vessel available. Make your custom boat dream come true now! 




If you dream about owning 
a new Paul Mann custom at 
half the commissioning time, 
here's your opportunity! 

Paul Mann Custom Boats has a 60-foot LOA, 
18-foot beam sportfisher in the middle of our 
line up that is being released very reluctantly 
by the original buyer. The 250-gallon capacity 
water tanks, 1722-gallon fuel tanks as well as 
twin MAN 1550 HP engines have been set. 
You can customize all living areas and interior 
woods and finishes. 

This boat can be completed to your specifi- 
cations within eight months. This deal won't 
last. Call now! 

Visit paulmanncustomboats.com for 
many more images and a complete 
listing of materials and components 
installed and in inventory. 



^7 

Traill nijOJUJt- 

CUSTOM BOATS 



6300 US Hwy 64 
Manns Harbor, NC 27953 
252-473-1716 

www.paulmanncustomboats.com 
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WOMEN’S PACIFIC SAIEFISH RECORD 

This month marks the 30-year anniversary of Marlene Valla ri no's impressive 8-pound-line-class world record for 
Pacific sailfish. On Dec. 1 4, 1 985, Va I lari no was fishing out of Panama's famous Tropic Star Lodge aboard Australia with 
Capt. Dave Rose when a 1 30-pound sailfish crushed the bonito strip bait she was trolling. After a one-hour fight, the fish 
was landed, and the catch has remained the women's 8-pound-l in e-class record ever since. 
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D 'uawcr an OwiieiMhip Experience like no others 
at Neio England^ Fineot Four Seaoon Sporting Retreat 



Where Pristine Wilderness Meets Timeless Luxury - Rhode Island, USA 



Private Lodging 



Outdoor Experiences 



Luxurious Amenities 



Cali 401.539.4653 or visit ThePreserveRI.com 
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Crimpi ng tJuj leader tight to the eye of 
the hcKik considered a happy mediuni 
between a loop knot and a snetL Some 
white marl in iistiennen in the mid- 
Atlantic like thi£ method beat^ and jt b 
a gfXKl option ibr those not comfortable 
tying loop knots or snell i ng a hook 

POSITIVES: The crimped connection 
keeps the hook from burying into the 
bait and still allows the hook to move 
on the loop when coming tight. A crimp 
is the easiest and most consistent 
way for a true connection without 
worrying about a pulled knot. It is also 
less time consuming when building 
multiple rigs. 

NEGATIVES: The circle hook can move 
and get stuck at an awkward angle, 
resulting in the hook catching itself on 
the leader and preventing it from ever 
finding its mark. Matching the correct 
crimp to the diameter of leader is 
pertinent; not using the right crimp and 
crimping tool or overcrimping the con- 
nection could sacrifice leader strength. 
If the connection is too tight to the 
hook, the pressure of the jaw closing 
can flatten or pinch the monofilament 
and break the leader. 




The most coramoncoiiiiectioii in the 

Pacific for pitch baits and trolled baits, 
the snelled connection is also becoming 
more popular with kite -fishermen and 
live-baiters, especially when targeting 
sailfish with larger baits. 

POSITIVES: The snell eliminates the 
hook from swinging on the leader and 
reduces the chance of the hook turning 
and burying itself in the bait. In the 
bait-and-switch fishery, statistics show 
a significant increase in catch ratio 
over a looped connection when using 
pitch baits because the perpendicular 
force against the shank of the hook 
causes the hook to penetrate deeper and 
engage at different line angles. 

NEGATIVES: Snelled hooks often 
increase the number of lost meat fish 
with teeth because the leader is con- 
nected to the shank and not the eye of 
the hook. 
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The type of knot varies, but the 
perfection loop, surgeons loop and 
uni knot are all common choices. A loop 
knot allows the hook to move freely on 
the leader, and this connection is most 
commonly used for live-bait fishing. 

POSITIVES: When kite-fishing, the loop 
allows fragile baits, such as pilchards 
and herring, to change direction and 
swim in a more natural manner, extend- 
ing the life of the bait and encouraging 
the bait to swim in tighter circles 
under the kite. The loop also allows 
the hook to easily find the corner of a 
predator’s jaw when an angler engages 
the drag. A loop-knot connection can 
also reduce the number of lost fish 
with teeth, such as wahoo and kingfish, 
because the leader is connected to the 
eye of the hook rather than the shank. 

NEGATIVES: If the loop is too large, the 
hook can swing back against the bait and 
bury itself, causing the hook to become 
ineffective and lead to pulled hooks. The 
connection might also cause the hook to 
penetrate the predator from the outside 
in, rather than inside out. 



THE GREAT DEBATE 

CIRCLE HOOK CONNECTIONS 



BY ANTHONY DIGIULIAN 

C atch ratios for billfish have soared as crews and anglers fine-tune their circle hook skills and techniques. 

It is now common for anglers to catch 80 to 90 percent of their bites, and how the hook is attached to the 
leader plays a critical role. There are three common ways to attach a leader to a circle hook, and choosing 
a method often depends on personal preference, with positives and negatives to each. 



m 



ABOUT THE EXPERT: A professional in the sport-fishing industry for more than 
30 years, Anthony "Tony" DiGiulian fishes competitively on the tournament circuit and 
co-founded the IGFA School of Sportfishing. 
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A LEGENDARY SITE. AN ICONIC SHOW. 

AN EPIC MOVE. 



The Progressive* Insurance Miami Internationai Boat Show has a new island home, 
Miami Marine Stadium Park & Basin, February 11-15, 2016 




BOATER S ED 

On*water boating workshops 



DEMO POCKS 

Take your dream boat 
for B test ride 



TEST T>4E WATERS 

Paddle boarding & kayaking demos 



CELEBRATiNG 75 YEARS AS MIAMi'S FAVORiTE BOAT SHOW! 

,3uy tickets and reserved parking and find complete show 
details^at MiamtBoatShow.com 



INTERNATIONAI 





WILL DROST (LEFT), © MARTIN STRMISKA / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO (CENTER), 
SCOTT KERRIGAN / AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM (RIGHT) 



PASS T H 

FIVE TOP FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
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BILLFISH DESTINATIONS 
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TOP-SHELF BIEEFISH DESTINATIONS USUALLY FALL 
INTO TWO CATEGORIES. THE FIRST OFFERS TERRIFIC 
FISHING RUT NOT MUCH ELSE TO DO — IT’S THE “EAT, 
SLEEP, FISH, REPEAT’’ ROUTINE. RUT WHAT IF YOU 
COULD SHARE THAT PASSION OF CHASING MARLIN AND 
SAILFISH WITH YOUR SPOUSE AND KIDS? 



With that in mind, we set out to find the top five family- 
friendly billfish destinations. They’re rated subjectively, with 
five stars being the best or most favorable and one star the least 
favorable based on the following categories: ease of travel, gen- 
eral expense, quality and range of lodging and dining options, 
charter options and weather. So schedule that week of vacation 
and pack up the family; we’re hitting the road in search of the 
best family- friendly fishing adventures. 

Kona, Hawaii 

Ah, Kona. Starting with the weather, this Big Island destination 
has a lot going for it, with almost always postcard-perfect 
weather 12 months out of the year. The fleet fishes within the 
lee of the island, so the seas are generally flat, and the lines go in 
almost as soon as the boats leave the harbor — no long runs to 
the fishing grounds there. This combination makes it a perfect 
destination to introduce younger children to sport fishing. 

Another added bonus is the relatively low cost of charters, 
which are widely considered a good value for the money because 
most of the day is spent fishing and not running back and forth 
to distant fishing grounds. There are several top-notch boats 



and captains available for about half of what you’d expect to 
pay in most other destinations, so it’s entirely possible to fish 
for a few days without maxing out the plastic. Kona is home to 
some of the top names in the sport: world-record holders, tour- 
nament winners, Billfish Foundation top-tagging captains and 
more. The charter list reads like a who’s who of sport fishing: 
Marlin Parker, Kevin Nakamaru, Neal Isaacs, Rob Ellyn, Kevin 
Hibbard, Teddy Hoogs and several dozen more are all seasoned 
professional skippers. 

Kona is also one of the very few places in the world where 
you can take a half-day charter and have a reasonable chance of 
catching a marlin. Need to catch an afternoon flight home? Book 
a four-hour trip in the morning, and you might still be drying off 
the salt water on the way to the airport. 

Most of the action centers on Honokohau Harbor, which is 
conveniently located between the Kona airport and the town 
of Kailua-Kona. It has a convenient booking desk to help with 
reservations, but as with most other destinations, the top boats 
will go quickly, so book early to make sure you get your top pick. 
Lodging options abound, and dining is just as easy. 

Off the water, the options are limited only to your budget 



FROM LEFT: DOUG PERRINE, JON WHITTLE / ISLANDS.COM, 
DOUG PERRINE, SCOTT KERRIGAN / AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM (2) 





WORLD-CLASS 



boats and captains 
chase blue nnarlin 
and other pelagics 
in the nearby 
fishing grounds 
off Kona. But if 
fishing isn't on the 
day's schedule, 
hiking is a great 
alternative for a 
family adventure. 
ST. THOMAS 

offers plenty of 
opportunities 



and imagination. Feeling 
adventurous? Take a helicop- 
ter tour of the island, go for a 
hike or take the kids surfing. 
Ask your charter captain if 
whale -watching is available, 
or just hang out on the beach 
and watch the sun slowly set 
on the Pacific. 

Now for the downside. 



for blues fishing 
the iconic North 
Drop, and all the 
onshore activities 
one would expect 
of a Caribbean 
destination await 
for the family 



Kona is a long way for most. 
There are some nonstop 
flights available, but expect 
some very long travel days on 
either end of the trip. Hawaii 
is an island in the middle of 



the Pacific, so everything 
that's not grown there has to come in by air 
or sea; that usually means a higher price for 
groceries and meals. But there's no passport 
required, no hassles with customs and no 
issues with a foreign language. 



St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 

A bit closer to home, especially for those of us 
on the East Coast, is the blue marlin hot spot 
of St. Thomas. It's located in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, right in the heart of the Caribbean Sea. 
When you imagine an idyllic Caribbean 
island, with impossibly clear-blue waters, 
sugar-white-sand beaches and some of the 
most picturesque scenery imaginable, that's 
St. Thomas. And for decades, the North Drop 



has attracted blue marlin in such numbers 
that the island has gained worldwide notoriety 
for excellent marlin fishing, especially around 
the full moons of July, August and September. 

Charters are readily available, but you won't 
find dozens of gleaming sport-fishermen lined 
up and ready to go. As long as you do a little 
research ahead of time — and specify that you 
want to go marlin fishing — there are enough 
good choices to go around. The island's pri- 
mary marina is American Yacht Harbor in 
Red Hook, a small community on the island's 
eastern coast. You can also check in with 
Stewart Loveland's Neptune Fishing Supplies 
(neptunefishingsupplies.com) in Red Hook 
for updates, information and fishing reports. 

As a top tourism destination, St. Thomas' 
options for eating, drinking and sleeping are 
nearly limitless and are dependent upon only 
the budget. Most families choose from the 
quaint small hotels and island- style resorts 
along the coast, within walking distance to 
the beach. Snorkeling is a big nonfishing 
draw thanks to the crystalline water and 
amazing underwater life close to shore. 
Beginners will instantly become hooked, and 
experienced snorkelers will find this to be a 
memorable experience. 

But with every benefit comes a drawback: 
The dark side of St. Thomas can be the 
weather. When the winds pick up, the North 
Drop can be pretty salty, and although there 
are days where it's beautiful, they're often 




KONA, HAWAII 

EASE OF TRAVEL: ★★ 
EXPENSE: ★★★ 
LODGING/DINING: ★★★ 
CHARTERS: ★★★★★ 
WEATHER: ★★★★★ 
CONTACT: H onokohau 
Harbor, honokohauharbor 
.com, 808-327-3685 




ST. THOMAS, 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 



EASE OF TRAVEL: ★★★★ 
EXPENSE: ★★★ 
LODGING/DINING: ★★★★ 
CHARTERS: ★★★★ 
WEATHER: ★★★ 
CONTACT: American Yacht 
Harbor, igy-americanyacht 
harbor.com, 340-775-6454 



JANUARY 2016 57 MARUINMAli.COM 




FOR DECADES, THE NORTH DROP HAS ATTRACTED BEIJE 
MARTIN IN SUCH NUMBERS THAT THE ISTAND HAS 
GAINED WORTDWIDE NOTORIETY. 
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FROM LEFT: RICHARD GIBSON (3), WILL DROST 




outnumbered by the snotty 
ones. The good news is 
there’s plenty to do back 
ashore if the family doesn’t 
feel comfortable with the 
forecast on your scheduled 
fishing days. 

llie Outer Banks, 
North Carolina 

It’s one of the true 
birthplaces of American 
sport fishing: the northern Outer Banks of 
North Carolina. This string of barrier islands 
stretches from the Virginia border south along 
the Carolina coast. The bulk of the Outer Banks 
charters are based around Manteo at Oregon 
Inlet, with additional boats located down in 
Hatteras. If a marina full of 50- to 60-foot 
charter boats gets your pulse racing, then 
you’ll be in heaven here. Between the Oregon 
Inlet Fishing Center and Pirate’s Cove Marina 
there are scores of truly top-flight boats that 
fish offshore year-round, with some of the 
world’s finest captains and crews. August and 
September highlight the peak white marlin 
bite, and blues are available at anytime during 
summer and fall. Winter brings bluefin tuna if 
you’re looking for a heavy-tackle pull. 

Although the Outer Banks is a tourist 
destination, take a break from the mundane 
hotel room and look into renting a small 
beachfront cottage through a service like 
HomeAway or Airbnb. The rates often are rea- 
sonable, and this gives you the option of eating 
meals in rather than dining out every night. 
Charter rates average around $1,900 for a full 



on marlin or catching 
small mahimahi can 
be a memorable 
time with the family 
when you choose a 
domestic location 
such as the Outer 
Banks in North 
Carolina. If you'd 
rather add stamps 
to the passport, 

Costa Rica offers 
several family-friendly 
destinations with 
calm seas and plenty 
to do on land. 



day in the Gulf Stream. Off days are great for 
hitting the beach and the surf, but don’t miss 
the Wright brothers memorial at Kitty Hawk, 
where they made their historic first flight. 
There are the lighthouses at Hatteras, Bodie 
Island and Currituck to explore, and a day trip 
down to Ocracoke Island is also well worth it. 

If there’s a drawback to the Outer Banks, it’s 
that it’s tough to get there from just about any- 
where. The closest international airport is in 
Norfolk, Virginia, which lies a few hours north 
of Manteo. Those on the East Coast can make 
the trip by car; coming up from the south, it’s 
fun to take the big car ferry from Cedar Island to 
Ocracoke and then over to Hatteras Island. It’s 
a scenic drive, and kids have a blast on the ferry 
crossings, so if you’re looking for the ultimate 
family road trip, this one’s a great choice. 



Costa Rica 

It’s the first international destination on the 
list, and that means the family will need pass- 
ports. But aside from that, you’re just about 
guaranteed to have a great trip when you head 
for the Pacific coast of Costa Rica. There are 
reasons why this rainforest-meets-the-sea 
destination is so popular: great fishing, terrific 
lodging and off-the-charts sightseeing. 

After arriving in the nation’s capital city 
of San Jose, most visitors will head either for 
Los Suenos Resort Marina or the seaside com- 
munity of Quepos, about 45 minutes south of 
Los Suenos. Los Suenos hosts one of the larg- 
est charter fleets in the nation, plus a variety 
of available condos in addition to a Marriott 
resort. Rent a golf cart and you’ll never have 
to leave the resort; there’s fishing, dining and 



THE OUTER BANKS, 

NORTH CAROLINA 

EASE OF TRAVEL: ★★★ 
EXPENSE: ★★ 
LODGING/DINING: ★★★ 
CHARTERS: ★★★★★ 
WEATHER: ★★★★ 
CONTACT: Oregon Inlet 
Fishing Center, oregon-inlet 
.com; Pirate's Cove, fish 
piratescove.com 



EASE OF TRAVEL: ★★★ 
EXPENSE: ★★★★ 
LODGING/DINING: ★★★★ 
CHARTERS: ★★★★★ 
WEATHER: ★★★★★ 






CONTACT: Los Suenos Resort 
Marina, lsrm.com; Marina Pez 
Vela, marinapezvela.com 
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drinking, shopping, sightseeing and even 
golf available right on property. Meanwhile, 
Quepos is the gateway to Manuel Antonio, one 
of the nation's best-loved nature parks. The 
guided rainforest tours are not to be missed, 
especially for any budding naturalists in the 
family, and the white-faced monkeys, colorful 
toucans and elusive sloths are kid favorites. 
Picturesque hotels and great local restaurants 
abound in the hills above Quepos as well. 

Capt. John Mumford charters Billfish out of 
Marina Pez Vela in Quepos. A family man him- 
self, he enjoys taking the young ones out for a 
day offshore as well as teaching new anglers. 
There are tons of other charter-fishing 
options throughout the country, ranging from 
proven tournament winners to inshore pangas 



llie Bahamas 

Many a kid growing up on the East Coast had 
their first experience offshore fishing in the 
Bahamas. It's especially favored for those liv- 
ing in coastal Florida, where this nation of 
300-plus islands is just a few hours away by 
boat. The fishing might not be quite as pro- 
lific as in some of the previous destinations, 
but for the most part, the Bahamas repre- 
sents an easy destination to travel and fish 
for the family, especially if you're in your own 
boat and can do a little island hopping. Some 
charters are available, but it's best to work out 
those arrangements well in advance to ensure 
you're getting the right crew on the right boat 
because quality can vary wildly. 

Throughout the Bahamas, snorkeling is a 




THE BAHAMAS 
EASE OF TRAVEL: ★★★★ 
EXPENSE: ★★★ 
LODGING/DINING: ★★★ 
CHARTERS: ★★ 
WEATHER: ★★★★ 
CONTACT: Treasure Cay 
Resort, treasurecay.com; 
Abaco Beach Resort and 
Boat Harbour Marina, abaco 
beachresort.com 







targeting jacks and roosterfish in the surf. And 
when the bite's on, it's really on. Boats release 
anywhere from five to 30 sailfish on the better 
days, often with a marlin or two thrown in for 
good measure. For kids looking for action, this 
is the place. 

Fuel prices are high in Costa Rica, so expect 
to pay $1,800 to $2,000 a day for offshore char- 
ters. The prime season for marlin and sailfish 
is from late November through April, and the 
hot, sunny, calm conditions make it a perfect 
getaway for those with a case of the winter 
blues in the States. In summer, the fishing gets 
good up to the north out of Marina Papagayo 
and Flamingo. For a taste of old-school Costa 
Rica sport fishing, head a few hours up the 
coast from Los Suenos to Carrillo. All are 
excellent family destinations, especially for 
those on their first trip out of the country. 



nonfishing pastime and 
there's also great sight- 
seeing in places such as 
Man- O -War Cay. And 
although the adults 
might head to Nipper's 
for its world-famous 
Sunday pig roast, the 
kids get more of a kick 
out of pizza night at 
Treasure Cay, an occa- 
sion that draws local 
families and tourists 
alike to the open patio by 
the resort's pool. With its ease of travel, high 
safety factor and good fishing, the Bahamas is 
more of an entry-level destination and a way 
to get everyone started down the path of the 
traveling angler. 



SNORKELING in 

the crystalline waters 
of the Bahamas is a 
favorite nonfishing 
pastime, so grab the 
fins, mask and snorkel 
for a guaranteed good 
time. Ease of travel 
is an added bonus 
when traveling to the 
Bahamas, especially 
for those with their 
own boats. THE 
FLORIDA KEYS 
(above right) and 
Isla Mujeres, Mexico 
(opposite) are also 
great family-friendly 
destinations. 
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FROM LEFT: SCOTT KERRIGAN / AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM, RICHARD GIBSON (2), 
SCOTT KERRIGAN / AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM (OPPOSITE) 






HONORABLE 

MENTIONS 

There are dozens more 
terrific family-friendly 
fishing destinations in 
the world; here are three 
that didn't quite make 
the cut. 



ISLA MUJERES, 
MEXICO 

Great sailfishing in 
wintertime, with excel- 
lent charter crews, many 
of which are U.S. boats 
there for the season. 
The island is very safe, 
but the weather can be 
quite rough offshore. 



OCEAN CITY, 
MARYLAND 

Crabcakes and 
billfishing. Ocean City 
has a lot to offer the 
visiting family, starting 
with the historic mile- 
long boardwalk along 
the beach. The white 
marlin fishing is off the 
charts in late summer, 
but it can be a long 
run offshore. 

THE FLORIDA KEYS 

An island getaway with 
a U.S. address. Great 
fishing for sails in winter, 
plus all kinds of other 
action nearly year- 
round, from offshore to 
the backcountry. Some 
of the best fishing is 
out of IslamoracTa, 
Marathon and Key West. 
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ART GALLERY 

THE BEST O E E S H O R E - I N S P I R E D ART EOR 2016 



The ability to freeze the action of big-game fishing into a single moment might be an artist's most formidable 
challenge. Whether it's using acrylic or oil paint, pencil, wood or some creative use of swordfish bills, the compilation of 
art we put together this year will impress you. There's something here for everyone to enjoy, and we hope you get the 
same satisfaction it gave us putting it all together. Artist Johnny Widmer won this year's Audience Pick by our Eacebook 
fans with his Grouper Gulp. You can view all the submissions online at marlinmag.com/artgallery. 
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• 

DAVID WIRTH 

War Bird Blue 
Florida Keys wild tamarind 
24" X 24"; Available 
davidwirth.com 



DON RAY 

Gulf Sword 
Oil on linen 

1 8" X 24"; Original sold; 
proofs available 
donrayart.com 



DUSTIN COLE 

Mahogany Pacific Sailfish 
Florida-grown 
Cuban mahogany 
96" X 36"; Sold 
facebook.com/dustincoleart 
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DENNIS FRIEL 

Victory 

Acrylic on wood 
18" x24" 
Available 
dennisfriel.com 



STUART PETERMAN 

Wall Marlin 
Stainless steel 
72"x27"x6" 
Available 

stuartpeterman.com 



# 

RAY DOMINGO 

Pelagic Pencil Study 
Pencil on watercolor 
paper; 42"x 28" 
Original and prints available 
raydomingo@hotmail.com 
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DAN MATTHEWS 

Super Slam 
India ink and 24-karat 
gold leaf on swordfish bills 
22" X 37"; Sold 
nnatthewsart.net 



• 

RJ BOYLE 

Turbulent 
Acrylic on canvas 
1 20" X 48"; Original sold; 
prints available 
rjboylestudio.com 



JASON MATHIAS 

Blue Mirage 
Oil on canvas 
24"x 57"; Sold 
jasonmathias.com 
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JOHNNY WIDMER 

Grouper Gulp 
Acrylic on canvas 
1 6" X 20"; Available 
johnnywidmer.com 



MARK LLOYD 

Rising Sword 
Bronze on painted 
swordfish bill; 36" x 6" 
Made to order 
vanmarkjewelry.com 



AMBER M. MORAN 

2015 Emerald Goast 
Blue Marlin Glassic 
Watercolor and ink 
1 6" X 20"; Available 
ambermmoran.com 
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HAWAIIAN EYES 



CONTENTS 



DAISY CHAINS 
GREEN MACHINE 



CLASSICS THAT STILL 



CEDAR PLUGS 



DACRON 





SOME SAY 
THINGS 
GET BETTER 
WITH AGE. 
TACKLE 
IS NO 

EXCEPTION. 



BELONG IN YOUR ARSENAL 



ItY HEATHER aiAXWEEI. 






CLASSIC CEDAR: 

IF YOU'RE 
CATCHING 
YELLOWFIN OR 
BLACKFIN TUNA, 
YOU'RE LIKELY 
STILL PULLING 
CEDAR PLUGS IN 
THE SPREAD. 



Before Billy Miixwell und I got iiuirried, I followed him from Virginhi to 
Hjitterjis Ishiiid, North C] 2 irolinsi, in spring, Jitter the Bonney T>rothers were 
kind enough to Jissign him ji 1)OJit slip. At the time, Billy’s first Tuna Fever wjis 
the old Gannett, T>uilt in 1974 T>y Aee Hjirris of MJirsliJiin>erg, North C]jiroliiiJi. 
She lijid hosted President Jimmy (]jirter, jind when her hull wjis stripped to 
T>jire wood, 11 white nuirlin T>ills were found em1)edded in the juniper. 



JERRY POMALES (LEFT), PAT FORD, RICHARD GIBSON (OPPOSITE TOP), SCOTT KERRIGAN / 
AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM (OPPOSITE MIDDLE), RICHARD GIBSON (OPPOSITE, 2) 




But I believe that hulFs biggest 
claim to fame came in the unlikely 
form of an angler from Maine who 
also spent his spring in Hatteras. 
Art LaPage fished on boat after boat 
in search of the captain who would 
give him a shot at a blue marlin. ''We 
hooked that blue one on a mackerel 
on wire leader off the short rigger ” 
says Billy. "Mr. LaPage released the 
fish and then bought the boat — 
lock, stock and barrel. I only pined 
for the rods.” 

LaPage bought that boat and 
ever 3 dhing on her, except for a Joe 
Yee original Super Plunger lure 
with a pearl head and mackerel 
skirt that I had purchased for Billy 
as a gift. At the time, it cost $92, and 
I made sure that it was excluded 
from the sale. Today, there is one on 
eBay, no skirt, bid up to $283, with 
five days left. 

> OLD-SCHOOL TEASER 

"Everything has changed so much 
with the circle hooks,” says Capt. 
Barry Daniels, of Skirt Chaser. 
"We hardly ever drag an 5 dhing 
old- school when we are marlin fish- 
ing. But I remember the old days 
fishing as a kid.” 

Daniels rattles off a laundry list 
of old lures for blue marlin fishing 
and reminisces about the Old Boss 
teaser that was a favorite on his 
father's charter boat. Temptress. 

"You just can't compete if you 
don't use the double dredges, and 
all the baits are naked now because 
of the circle hooks,” Daniels says. 
But he adds that his preferred 
pitch bait for a big blue marlin 
remains the same as in days gone 
by: a big Spanish mackerel, albeit 



PINK AND GREEN SQUID DAISY CHAINS ARE 
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE TEASERS FOR BILLFISH, 
BUT THEIR HUMBLE BEGINNINGS STARTED 
WITH CAPTAINS TARGETING TUNA. 



with a circle hook these days. He 
remembers the days of No. 19 wire 
leaders on 50Ws and ballyhoo with 
SeaWitch skirts. "We eventually 
changed from wire to 80-pound 
monofilament leader,” Daniels 
says. "And then we dropped to 
60-pound leader with the circle 
hooks. We don't worry about the 
chafe anymore because you hook 
them in the jaw. The lighter leader 
makes less resistance for the fish 
to feel, and using 20-pound-test 
makes less drag in free-spool.” 



THE DLD STANDBY 

Now, you might argue that the leg- 
endary Hander lure — commonly 
known as the Hawaiian Eye — is not 
old- school, but I say that any lure 
that hit the water when I was in the 
fourth grade has got to be at least 
marginally oldish. And the whole 
point of this exercise is to highlight 
those tried-and-true baits that are 
called upon, even today, in a pinch. 

Even though dredges are 
certainly now standard equipment, 
the old- school tackle box twist 
on the modern-day double- and 
triple-bar dredge is the tried-and- 
true Hander Hawaiian Eye lure. 
"I'll use a regular Hander with my 
mullets and the Juniors on a large 
ballyhoo dredge,” says Daniels. 
"Blue and black or purple on the 
big ones and old-school blue and 



white on the ballyhoo, and I do like 
a squid chain off the riggers — pink 
on one side and green on the other.” 

"That's one thing that hasn't 
changed around here since 1974,” 
says Billy McCaskill, of Whalebone 
Tackle in North Carolina. "Except 
there are more choices now.” 
McCaskill explains that even 
though there are so many differ- 
ent Hawaiian Eyes to choose from 
now — for years, the display was 
only 3 feet, and now it takes up 
nearly a whole wall — people buy 
only one: "The one they caught 
the fish on that day. To everyone, 
that's the only Hawaiian Eye that 
will catch!” 

Whalebone is the kind of old shop 
that you love. The go-to place for 
locals and visitors alike, it is stra- 
tegically located on the causeway 
right in between the Oregon Inlet 
Fishing Center and Pirate's Cove 
Marina. "They don't make the old 
Green Machine anymore, but there 
is a look-alike,” McCaskill says. 
"And they sell. So do the cedar plugs 
and the squids for the chains.” You 
gotta love a classic, and McCaskill 
certainly is one of those as well. 

> IN THE TUNA BOX 

"Heather, you are just not going 
to find what you are looking for 
— unless you go tuna fishing,” 
Capt. Charles Ha 5 rwood, of Rigged 
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STAPLES OF 
BIG-GAME 
TACKLE STILL 
IN USE TODAY 




THE GREEN MACHINE 
(ABOVE) AND STRIP 
BAITS (RIGHT) ARE 
SOME OF THE MOST 
COMMON TACKLE 
STILL USED BY 
CAPTAINS TODAY 
AS TEASERS IN THE 
SPREAD AND DEADLY 
BAITS TO FILL THE 
BOX WITH MEAT. 



Up, explains. 'Tt's all new- school, and it’s all 
still evolving. When I quit mating back in 1996, 
we were just starting to pull dredges on the 
downrigger. Now you need a $3,500 electric 
reel just to pull them.” The colors are new too, 
says Ha 5 Twood. 'Tt used to be no color, and now 
mine are rigged so that I can change my skirts 
out depending on the conditions. So it keeps 
evolving.” Captains also special order their 
Hawaiian Eyes with colored heads and special 
skirts. Call it custom old school. 

Haywood went on to revisit his old teasers, 
chains with a Hawaiian Eye on the back or an 
Old Boss or Mumford. Old school meant lots 
of action and lots of color. ''When I mated with 
Tony Tillett on Carolinian, we caught three 
blue marlin in one day and saw them all to the 
same teaser: a red Voss with a red sparkly skirt 
and a red eye,” says Ha}wood. "Tony always 
put a single-hook squid on the flat line, and we 
hooked all three on that. 

"Today, we drag some Bart teasers and a 
Monster Breakfast,” he continues. "That one 
is like a big bonito just cutting through the 
water.” Ha 5 rwood says if the charter boats 
could spend the whole season just looking for 
blue marlin, who knows what they would find? 
"We don’t just try to catch big fish; we catch to 
fill the box. And it’s never been done here, just 
riding around for blue marlin.” 

> OLDER THAN DIRT 

"I always have cedar plugs around,” says 
Ha 3 Twood. "But my favorite is a green spreader 



bar with a Green Machine on the end.” That rig 
will save the day more times than not and also 
saves some money on bait. "When the tuna 
fishing is really good,” he adds, "I drag a daisy- 
chain teaser, but I’ll put a Green Machine on 
the end with a hook. If they pile on that, they 
get their feelings hurt!” 

"I like a cedar plug when I’m blackfin tuna 
fishing,” adds Daniels. "And SeaWitches for 
yellowfin.” Daniels offers Capt. Bull Tolson’s 
favorite black SeaWitch with a red head or 
red and white on the long shotgun with a blue 
head. Then he offers up Billy’s favorite, which 
is crystal hair and a purple skirt — but he 
manages to get out of our interview without 
mentioning what he pulls in his spread. 

> WHEN WIRE WAS THE 
BOSS AND ONLY ONE GUY 
KNEW KDW TO RIB DACRON 

Every old Oregon Inlet story I’ve ever heard 
championed wire pulled on a 50-wide. Sounds 
like they dragged that rig for white ones and 
tuna and hooked their share of blue ones on 
the same. Many a captain has spliced an 80 
onto a 50 in a desperate attempt to catch the 
one that usually got away. 

"Seems like everything was a No. 9 wire 
on a No. 6 J hook way back then,” says 
Capt. David Swain, of High Return. "We had a 
9/0 or a 6/0 Penn to rig with wire. I remember 
one time I ran Temptress for Steve Daniels in a 
tournament, and he said only if we rigged with 
monofilament.” That was a first for Swain. 




JOHN UNKART (LEFT), SCOTT KERRIGAN / AQUAPAPARAZZI.COM, RICHARD GIBSON 
(OPPOSITE TOP), JERRY POMALES (OPPOSITE RIGHT) 



PROS STILL USE DACRON AS BACKING ON 
REELS SPOOLED WITH MONOFILAMENT. IN 
SOME AREAS, SUCH AS AUSTRALIA, CREWS 
RIG BAIT STRAIGHT TO DACRON. 



Today, almost every captain has a story 
about the last time a wire rig broke his 
heart. 'TTl never use wire again,” says 
Capt. Tom Krauss. ''We hooked a grander 
in the Pirate’s Cove Tournament, and 
the wire broke right at the transom,” he 
laments. "Right there, where we could 
almost touch it.” 

"I always used a wire leader in 
Australia,” says deckhand Steven Hall. 
"And I would rig a mackerel here on .040 
and double-twisted wire for a swim- 
ming bait.” Not many tuna charters get 
to spend the day with a mate who has 
chased big marlin all over the world, but 
Tuna Fever patrons do. Hall has grown up 
into a humble man with awesome stories 
who was finally ready to stay home 
after fishing the Canaries, Panama, the 
Azores — you name it. 

"Now I will put out a cedar plug for 
blackfin and a Green Machine on a 
spreader bar for yellowfin,” Hall explains. 
But, when asked about his lures, he simply 
states, "We just don’t fish for blue marlin 
much.” Capt. Dave Peck mentioned the 
Puerto Rican Prowler and a C&H Super 
Charger that have become his favorites in 
the spread, but Hall was quick to explain 
to me that lures depend on the sea condi- 
tions. "My favorite was the one that was 
getting bites.” Well, yeah. "I like lures 
because you can use J hooks in them,” 
adds Capt. Dickie Harris. "But you can’t 
just throw one out while you are white 
marlin fishing anymore because we don’t 
troll fast enough.” It’s just my guess, but 
maybe hundreds of dollars of chandeliers 
are slowing you down. 

THE FIRST BRAID 

When Dacron hit the docks in Virginia 




Beach, Virginia, it was Ray Temple on 
the 41-foot Viking Pursuer who people 
cajoled into sharing the secrets of rigging 
with the stuff. Temple and crew fished 
like professionals, and there wasn’t a 
day on the ocean that wasn’t a tourna- 
ment for them. And there wasn’t a new 
bit of tackle that didn’t escape their 
scrutiny. "Today we still use Dacron, but 
a lot of mates like a hollow-core line,” 
explains Hall. "With a high-test strength 
but a smaller diameter, the hollow-core 
products allow you to load the spool and 
then splice in your leader. You get much 
more line on the reel than with Dacron. 

"But I figure if you’ve got a guy who 
can drive the boat, then you don’t need 
that much line,” Hall says. "I still like 
50-pound Dacron as backing and mono 
for the leader, but we rig to the target 
species.” Hall explains that they rigged 
their big baits on straight Dacron in 
Australia. With no stretch in the line, the 
hook set better. Pretty cool. The Tuna 
Fever crew also uses 200-pound Dacron 
backing to 400-pound mono main line 
on its green stick. 

"What’s this article called, anyway?” 
Hall says, and when I tell him, he asks 
me if I’m including belly strips. "What’s 
that?” I say, and I get a cool story of 
record fishing in Panama. The bait 
of choice: the strip bait. "The conditions 
have to be right, but they work great 
when the fish are there,” he explains. 
Today, strip baits are still an important 
part of the spread when big dolphin are 
on the move, and paramount to the suc- 
cess of bailing when the boat is backing 
into schools. It just goes to show that 
tried-and-true fishing techniques do 
evolve as well. © 




LOTS OF COLOR: 

OLD-SCHOOL 
TACKLE MEANS 
TONS OF ACTION 
AND PLENTY OF 
COLOR, WITH 
FAVOR TOWARD 
THOSE LURES 
THAT GENERATED 
THE MOST BITES. 
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DIVE 

EVERY MARLIN 

UNIVERSITY 

SESSION 

BRINGS A 

DIFFERENT 

VIBE 

BY DAVE FERREEE 



Every Marlin University is a true learning 
experience; our students ask a lot of ques- 
tions over the course of an event, and 
that’s how we like it. The more you ask, 
the more you will learn. But in the midst 
of all the technical questions we hear, 
one of the most common among all of our 
students is ‘'How do you decide where to 
put on a Marlin U?” It’s a good question, 
and the answer is a bit more complicated 
than one would think. 

Back when we first started Marlin U, 
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Unfortunately, Venezuela suffered a 
setback after a week of heavy rain caused 
massive mudslides along the Venezuelan 
coast in December 1999, and the area 
never fully recovered. A change in 
Venezuelan politics with the election of 
socialist Hugo Chavez dragged the coun- 
try into despair, and now it's no longer 
considered safe to visit. But you can bet 
the fish are still out there, and Venezuela 
will probably be one of the first places we 
put back on the schedule if it ever settles 
back down and allows us to put on a safe, 
comfortable trip. 

One of our most 
popular destina- 
tions, Guatemala, 
wasn't one of my 
first choices for 
a Marlin U des- 
tination either. I 
visited Guatemala 
on one of my 
very first assign- 
ments for Marlin 
magazine around 
1993 to cover an 
International 
Light Tackle 
Tournament 
Association tour- 
nament. At that 
time, there were 
no lodges operat- 
ing in the area, and 
we had to stay at the Hotel Martita, which 
was still undergoing construction at the 
time. Let's just say the facilities really 
weren't up to speed — at least not in the 
sense that you would charge people to go 
there. The fishing was some of the best I've 
ever experienced; 1 think we were rais- 
ing 10 to 12 fish a day and catching six or 
seven, which was very slow by Guatemala 
standards even back then. Luckily, several 
lodges sprang up in Guatemala that began 
to offer first-class service, good food, and 
great boats and crews. Places such as the 
old Fins 'N Feathers lodge and today's 
Casa Vieja Lodge, where we do our ses- 
sions, provide a level of service that few 
can match. Nowadays, if you really want 



THERE AREA 
VARIETY OF 
FACTORS THAT GO 
INTO CHOOSING 
WHAT PLACES 
MARLIN UNIVERSITY 
VISITS EACH YEAR. 
WE NEED A 
STRONG, FAIRLY 
PREDICTABLE BITE, 
ACCESS TO GOOD 
BOATS AND CREWS, 
GREAT FOOD AND 
HOT SHOWERS. AN 
AIR-CONDITIONED 
ROOM TO HOLD 
OUR SEMINARS IS 
NICE, BUT WE WILL 
CERTAINLY MAKE 
DO WITHOUT TO 
CHASE DOWN 
GOOD ACTION - A 
FISHERMAN HAS TO 
KEEP HIS PRIORI- 
TIES IN ORDER, 
AFTER ALL! 



a fishing school. There was great fishing 
during several different times of the year 
— blue marlin in spring, and whites, sails 
and blues in fall — and plenty of good char- 
ter boats to choose from, excellent food 
and great places to stay. Oh, and diesel 
fuel was 13 cents per gallon. It was fish- 
ing paradise, and during our last Marlin 
University there, Capt. Miguel Tirado 
caught 19 white marlin on his 31-foot 
Bertram Pull the Hookl 



I decided its main goal would be to visit 
the places with the best billfish bites and 
hit them at the peak of their respective 
seasons so we could provide as many bites 
as possible for our guests. If we don't get 
bites, how can we teach you how to fish? 
It's still a good rule, and we try to stick 
to it to this very day. There are, however, 
a host of other factors that play into the 
equation as well, and although they can all 
disappear when the bite is hot, these same 
elements loom large when the fish refuse 
to cooperate. 



WHEN A GOOD BITE DOESNT CUT IT 

One of our main stops for the first several 
years of Marlin U nearly 15 years ago was 
Venezuela. It was the perfect spot to hold 



DAVE FERRELL (10) 
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LOS SUENOS IN 
COSTA RICA IS ONE 
OF THE RARE SPOTS 
WHERE FIVE-STAR 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
PAIR UP WITH 
GREAT FISHING. 



to learn how to pitch- 
bait a circle-hooked 
ballyhoo to a billfish, 
a weeklong trip to 
Guatemala during 



the peak of its season 
will hone your skills better than five years 



of fishing in the Gulf of Mexico. Captains 



here also have great success with blue 
marlin when they have to swing out wide 



offshore, so during certain times in late 



spring and summer, you can get a good 
shot at a Pacific blue marlin as well. 



BLUE MARLIN VERSUS SAILFISH 

Although we might be prone to small fits 
of exaggeration from time to time, I try 
very hard to set realistic expectations 
for our guests when it comes to what — 
and how many — we are going to catch. 
Television shows and magazine articles 
usually tout the greatest numbers pos- 
sible to catch your interest and get you 
to make a trip. Although those numbers 
are usually accurate, they also are usually 
atypical and at the best-ever end of the 
scale. Luckily, at most of the places we go, 
even their slow periods equal and exceed 
most of the best-ever billfish chances 
anglers have at home. Sometimes, but not 
always, even the best places in the world 
can get skunky for seemingly no reason at 
all. You can catch 35 out of 70 one day, and 
go six for 12 in the same spot the next. 



Another thing that causes higher 
expectations with numbers is the dif- 
ference between whites, blues and sails. 
Students see we had 20 sail bites a day in 
Costa Rica and expect the same sort of 
numbers on blue marlin in St. Thomas. 
We try very hard to explain that no mat- 
ter where you fish, if you can get one blue 
marlin bite during the day you've had a 
good day. Let me assure you, if you spend 
enough time on the water, there will come 
a time when that one billfish bite in four 
days becomes a cherished moment during 
your trip. 

NEW PLACES 

Another factor that might sway us to 
choose a spot not known for a ton of bites 
is the size of the fish caught there. In big 
blue marlin hot spots like Bermuda and 
Madeira, you can easily fish for four days 
or more and not get a sniff, let alone a 
bite. But the one that does finally make 
an appearance in the spread is usually 
a beast. 

As Marlin University embarks on 
its 15th year with a growing number of 
alumni, and because we can't keep taking 
them to the same great spots every year, 
we sometimes branch out to places off the 
beaten path to offer up a new experience. 
That's how we came to make our first trip 
to fish Australia's Great Barrier Reef, and 
it's also behind our new session in 2016 



to hit the seamounts off Costa Rica. In 
case you haven't heard, for the last several 
years boats have made the long 100- to 
120-mile trek out to a series of seamounts 
off the coast, finding ridiculous numbers 
of blue marlin. Several intrepid teams 
spent their time, effort and money to 
erect several fish aggregating devices on 
the seamounts and upped the numbers 
even higher. 

Capt. Josh Temple was one of the 
pioneers of this fishery out of Los Suenos, 
and his blue marlin numbers in 2013 stag- 
ger the imagination. During one epic trip 
in July, his anglers and crew aboard the 
60-foot Paul Spencer Carol Libby raised 
115 blue marlin and released 68, includ- 
ing one day in which they caught 24. This 
set the unofficial record for the most blue 
marlin in a day and surpassed the pre- 
vious benchmark of 20 at the time. See 
what I did right there? I quoted some of 
the best-ever numbers. Luckily, Temple 
wasn't the only one seeing this many fish, 
and it wasn't long before word got out 
on the locations of some of these FADs 
and seamounts, allowing others to see and 
experience the same kind of action. 

Capt. Randy Baker, one of our Marlin 
U instructors, made a trip out to the sea- 
mounts last summer and found a floating 
log covered in bait that his crew ended up 
staying with for over 100 miles. The natural 
FAD must have drawn every blue marlin 
in the area, and the crew drifted with the 
log, nicknamed Wilson, for six days. Baker 
and crew caught four doubleheaders the 
first day, finishing 18 for 27, one for one on 
striped marlin and one for one on sailfish, 
completing the slam. The following days, 
the crew went 20 for 26, 23 for 30, eight for 
10, four for eight and six for eight on blues. 
In addition to an impressive trip for the 
entire team, on July 11, Baker became 
the only person ever to catch 20 blue 
marlin in a single day in both the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans. After hearing this 
story, you can say it was a pretty easy deci- 
sion for us to head there in 2016. We hope 
you can join us for a four-day trip out 
to the seamounts in July and August, or 
any of our great destinations that fit your 
schedule — you'll be glad you did! © 



2016 MARLIN 
UNIVERSITY 
SCHEDULE 



FEB. 17-22 LOS SUENOS, COSTARICA / APRIL 21-26 IZTAPA, GUATEMALA / MAY 19-24 CAP CANA, DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC / NOV. 8-12 AUSTRALIA GREAT BARRIER REEF / JULY 29-AUG. 2 COSTA RICA SEAMOUNTS 
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Hatch's limited edition Big Game Bluewater flyVeel by 
Lance Boen is a work of art with the stopping power 
you need. hatchoutdc)brs.Com 



H E A D II E R 
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S T (> C K I N G S T U F F E R S 

Ditch the plastic waters bottles for Costa's Kick Plastic stainless steel bottle and T-shirts 
made from recycled plastic (costadelmar.com). Yeti's Rambler Lowball (yeticoolers.com) is 
a great option for your libations, both hot and cold. For something custom, a personalized 
compass from Ritchie Navigation is a conversation starter (ritchienavigation.com). 
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B U I L D T H E S P R E A D 

Grab an assortment of lures in a variety of colors from Fathom Offshore. 
Any fisherman worth his salt will never complain about some extra tackle 
and the Mini Chugger, Fat Boy, Pepal Grande, Double O' and Galico will 
get the job done during the next trip offshore, fathomoffshore.com 







E V E R Y D A Y ESS E N T I A E S 

Take control of the cash and cards floating around your pocket with an M-Clip Sportsman 
Series money clip (m-clip.com), and prevent phone casualties and extend battery power 
while you're on the go with LifeProof's new Fre Power case (lifeproof.com). But don't 
venture far from home without your Guide's Choice shades from Smith (smithoptics.com). 
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THE LARGEST YACHT SHOW N M AM BEACH 



NEW FOR 2016: ISLAND GARDENS MARINA 



Island Garden Marir 



Yacht Miami Beach, produced in cooperation by Show Management and 
the Florida Yacht Brokers Association, is expanding its footprint on Collins 
Avenue to accommodate more exhibitors as well as adding a gorgeous new 
location at Island Gardens Marina on Watson Island to accommodate deep 
draft vessels up to 500'. Island Gardens Marina, located on the MacArthur 
Causeway, will feature an impressive lineup of super yachts amidst the Miami 
skyline with entertainment, parking and transportation to and from the 
Collins Avenue show location. 



HIGHLIGHTS OF YACHT MIAMI BEACH FOR 2016 



• Expansion of Collins Avenue to the 
north with new exhibitors 

- Island Gardens Marina, a deep 
water basin for superyachts and 
sailing vessels. 

- Conveniently located in the heart c 
South Beach among the fantastic 
restaurants, hotels, and shops 



* Plenty of beach hotel options 
through BoatShowHotels.com 

* Restaurant concierge service 

* On site music and entertainment 

* New cocktail and dining 
experiences on the floating displays 

* New parking location options 

* Valet Service in multiple locations 



■ Free transportation between 
Collins Avenue and Island Gardens 
' Free water taxi service to multiple 
points of the show 

- Luxury restroom facilities 

- Remains free to all attendees! 




r.-TN5F.D VAOrr HHOkT^ ^ WWW.SHOWMANAGEMENT.COM 
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ELECTRONICS 

Increase your 
odds of finding 
billfish as Marlin 
reveals the secrets 
hidden within 
satellite imagery 
for sea-surface 
temperature, 
altimetry and 
other key factors 
to consider 
offshore. 



E M B E 

UARY 2014; 



I R'S NEW 



..^PRIATE, HAS 
Leek LINES ONE 
□ EXPECT OF A 
LINA CUSTOM. 






“WANT MORE SPEED? YOU’VE GOT IT. PUSHED TO FUEE 
THROTTEE, THE RIG SPENCER AEMOST PINS YOU TO THE 
SEAT ON ITS WAY TO 43 KNOTS, RIDICUEOUSEY FAST FORA 

VESSEE OF THIS SIZE.’’ 

— GARY CAPin r 




DIY SATELLITE IMAGERY 

Catch more fish offshore 
using app-based services 




SHIP'S SYSTEMS 

Do you have the 
right props? 




SPENCER 69 

A quick and nimble 
sport-fishing machine 



JANUARY 2016 07 MAREINMAG.COM 






Run Gun 



Electronics 



ELECTRONICS :: SHIP'S SYSTEMS :: BOATS OF INTEREST 





Tl^ACKING 
TROPHIES 
FR03I 
THE SKY 



Satellite imagery can minimize 
risks and save a ton of time, hut 
if you go with just a single sea- 
suiface-temperature printout in 
hand, you prohahly will 
he disappointed 



BY RANDY VANCE 

Mitch Roffer, of Roffer’s Ocean Fishing 
Forecasting Service (ROFFS), is an 
oceanographer and is in the business 



of interpreting satellite-derived data to 
make tournament-winning fishing plans 
for his subscribing customers (roffs.com). 
Sure, free sea-surface-temperature (SST) 
charts are available online from Rutgers 
University, NOAA or NASA, but fisher- 
men often don’t dive deep enough into 
them to make a difference. 

Roffer says that you 
first need to be sure the 
temperature break is in 
the right range for billfish 
— the sweet spot being 75 
to 78 degrees. Then, you 
need to know how long the 
break has been there. 

'A break doesn’t do 
much for 24 hours,” Roffer 
says. 'Tt reaches its opti- 
mum in about three days. 

Then, you and I could 
catch them in a rowboat.” 



App-based services such as Hilton^s 
let anglers pack their tablets with 
satellite imagery and plan a course of 
action for success offshore (below). 



In five or six days, the cycle fades, likely 
from predator and angler pressure, and it 
takes a few days to recharge. 



X z 
>- o 

LO u 



^ o 
yu 



JANUARY 2016 MARUINMAG.COM 



EDDY INTEL 

While some services offer do-it- 
yourself tools to create your own 
fishing analysis, Roffer's Ocean 
Fishing Forecasting Service analyzes 
all sea-surface data to create a 
fishing plan tailored to a specific 
region, day and the preferred tactics 
of the angler. In this series, ROFFS 
has identified the convergence of 
two bluewater eddies and identified 
them as prime fishing waters. By 
referring to two or three consecutive 
sea-surface images, ROFFS gives 
anglers an up-to-date plan, but with 
the power to amend it based on 
dynamic changing conditions. 




A good temperature break is one 
ace in your poker hand. When it 
meets good bottom structure, good 
currents and a water-color break, 
Tom Hilton believes a fisherman is 
playing a hand with four aces. 




m if 9 ^ 



FISHTRACK 

Subscribe to the FishTrack app to view 
sea-surface temperatures, true water 
color, phytoplankton, currents, altimetry 
and bathymetry in the palm of your 
hand. Even better, when you download 
one screen to your toolbox, it down- 
loads all those screens and allows you 
to overlay one or all of them, with or 
without cellular coverage. 



TERRAPIN 

Terrafin Satellite Imaging provides free 
sea-surface temperatures online or on 
your iOS or Android device. It provides 
current and historical charts so you can 
anticipate the movement of eddies 
and breaks. For an upcharge, view and 
overlay water color, phytoplankton 
and altimetry, and useTerrafin's route- 
planning tools for pre-trip strategy. 



Tom Hilton offers his Realtime- 
Navigator online service (hiltonsoffshore 
.com), which not only provides satellite- 
imagery maps in an easily digestible form 
but allows anglers to plot their own fish- 
ing plan and download navigation charts 
into a tablet to be used offshore. 

''Reading the charts is like a hand of 
cards; when you go out using just one 
image — say, a good temp break — it’s like 
an ace in hand. But for a winning hand, 
you need to rely on other parameters like 
water color, current and altimetry. Every 
time you find another favorable condi- 
tion on that spot, you have another great 
card in your hand,” Hilton says. 

To illustrate his point, Hilton charted a 
trip for the day I called. 



"First, there's an eddy off the Gulf 
Loop Current. I like the temperature; 
that's two aces. I also found a color break 
along the eddy, which indicates phyto- 
plankton. Now I have three aces. And the 
eddy hits the shelf, creating an upwelling 
right along the line of drilling rigs. That's 
four aces in my hand, and I plotted a fish- 
ing course right along the confluence 
of these points. That's where I'd fish if 
I were going.'' 

Although these guys can spoon-feed 
it to you, with practice, you can get the 
hang of looking for good temperature 
breaks and color changes in eddies 
along shelves, seamounts or oil rigs and 
be your own man of the hour. But who's 
got the time? © 
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PROPELLER 

BASI(]S 



The essentials for getting your 
desired performance 

BY KARL ANDERSON 

No matter what you read or hear, there 
is still a fair bit of pseudoscience in pro- 
peller selection. Chasing the correct 
combination of speed and smoothness 
generated from a propeller can be an 
expensive exercise, especially with 
imported wheels that can take months to 
obtain. However, knowing what not to do 
is probably the best way to determine a 
course of action when dialing in the right 
propellers for your boat. 

Considering the similarities among 
planing-hull designs of sport-fishermen, 
historical displacement and horsepower 
information from comparable vessels is 
the best resource we have for selecting 
propellers today. Few boats would have a 
hard time getting close due to the lack of 
comparable specifications. 



DETERMINING FACTORS 

The length and beam of the vessel are two 
additional factors that need to be taken | 
into consideration when fine tuning the i 
best propeller for your boat. A boat that 
is aft-loaded with fuel and equipment and 
tends to run high in the bow will do better 
with a slightly different prop from a boat 
that runs a bit flatter with a more forward i 
center of gravity. 

Tunnels or pockets on the hull also 
affect how a boat runs by decreasing 
the shaft angle — a positive aspect for 
increasing efficiency. This is also where 
a lot of folks talk about the wetted sur- 
face area (WSA) argument: The water 
running across the hull creates extra 
drag and slows down the boat. 

Fve run enough boats of various sizes 
to know less WSA does not always make 
a boat faster. In many cases, it’s just the 



opposite. Beam, overall length, shaft 
angle and deadrise contribute to this as 
well. Many times, when you have two 
boats with the same power, same weight 
and only a couple of feet of difference in 
length, the longer boat is faster. Fm over- 
simplifying, and Fm sure some engineer 
somewhere is cringing, but Fll take him 
out in real-life conditions with gear on 
board and prove it almost every time. 

GEAR CORRECTEY 

Further determining the listed duty 
cycle and revolutions-per-minute limits 
of the engine for continuous versus 
intermittent duty and the manufacturer- 
stated shaft and brake horsepowers are 
important when deciding on the correct 
propeller. Gear reduction also plays a 
big role in how well a boat performs: 
A deeper gear requires a larger-diameter 
wheel, which might not be easy 
to turn but does help with overall 
smoothness. However, the boat 
manufacturer should determine 
the correct gear reduction; poor 
hole shots and suboptimal top 
ends result when hulls are not 
geared correctly. 

Shaft diameter also plays a role 



Selecting the correct propellers for your 
boat is often an expensive endeavor, hut 
fine tuning often increases smoothness, 
performance and efficiency. 
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in the gear you can use. Back in the day, 
a lot of shafts were rung off at the wheel 
after a repower because the increased 
horsepower caused too much torque. This 
could have been remedied by upsizing the 
running gear or reducing the gear ratio 
from, say, 1.5-to-l to 1.75-to-l or 2-to-l. 

To get accurate data on propeller 
performance, you need to load the boat 
similar to how it will t 5 q)ically be used. At 
full throttle, the engines need to reach the 
upper end of the engine revolutions-per- 
minute range and load percentages, and 
then determine the midrange and cruising 
speeds for best range and efficiency. 

PI T(]H AND DIAMETER 

Once the gear ratio, horsepower and 
operating weight are determined, the 
wheel diameter and pitch can be selected. 
Choosing a four-, five- or, in some cases, 
seven-blade wheel will depend on how 
the boat reacts and the subsequent 
loads achieved on the engines. On Brier 
Patch, we started with a pair of five-blade 



Marlin Series wheels by Michigan Wheel 
before tr 5 dng a pair with seven blades. 
Surprisingly, the seven-blade propellers 
were even smoother, with no loss of 
performance in any area. The number 
of blades depends on the individual boat; 
similar boats might have different results. 

It is always prudent to work with a top- 
rated propeller shop to fine tune the pitch 
and cup of any wheel. Shops need accurate 



vessel information, and fudging numbers 
could adversely affect performance, effi- 
ciency and engine health. Getting the right 
propellers and maintaining them properly 
will keep you running smoothly and effi- 
ciently for many years to come. It all starts 
with selecting the right propeller, and you 
might need to try other sets until 
you get exactly the performance and 
feel you desire. © 




410-320-6277 > titancustomyachts.com > russiltitancustomyachts.com 
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SPENCER 69 

A 96,000-pound sports car that runs on water and can fish 

BY GARY CAPU 1 1 

The yard was humming when I arrived to check out one of Spencer Yachts' newest launches. Daniel Spencer, vice 
president, told me his company had numerous boats under construction, with hulls being jig-built in the Manns Harbor 
facility across the sound from the Wanchese yard where they are crafted into beautiful, high-performance sport-fishing 
boats. It's no wonder they're busy. Spencers have been tearing up the tournament circuit, furthering the company's 
reputation for building seaworthy fish-raising machines with a modern Carolina look that turns heads at the dock and 
on the water. Case in point: Inappropriate, a 69-foot feast for the eyes, was tied up behind the yard's main sheds. 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY SPENCER YACHTS 
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This is a popular size 
for Spencer because it’s big 
enough to travel an}Avhere 
your fishing exploits take you 
but fast and nimble enough to 
be a genuine threat in tourna- 
ments. This one was built 
with input from her master, 
North Carolina native Daniel 
''Backlash” Davis, one of the 
most experienced sport- 
fishing captains on the water 
today. He had concerns that 
stem from the fact that the 
vessel will be making trips to 
the Pacific and back. 

"I went all Caterpillar,” 
Davis says. "Engines, genera- 
tors, even engine controls, 
because if something 
requires service or parts, 
there are Cat distributors 
almost ever5where, and it’s 
one-stop shopping. If I had 
another brand of genera- 
tors and controls, tracking 
down service providers could 
become a nightmare outside 
the United States.” 

ENGINE ROOM 

The heart oi Inappropriate is 
her engine room. It houses 
the twin C32 ACERT diesels 
paired to ZF transmissions 
and a matching set of Cat 
C2.2 21.5 kw generators. 
There’s plenty of room to 
access the engines, Racor 
filters, priming pumps and all 
the support systems housed 
there. There’s a Dometic Spot 
Zero water-polishing system, 
a backup transfer pump to 
move fuel from the center 
storage tank to the outboard 
feeder tanks, a Stingray raw- 
water pump for the transom 



livewell, a desalinization unit, 
a Dometic ice maker and a 
Machs freshwater pump that 
draws from two 200-gallon 
freshwater tanks. 

SAEON AND GAEEEY 

As you enter from the 
mezzanine through 
the J.R. Beers electric door, 
there is a cabinet with the 
power-transfer controls and 
starter for the gensets, so you 
don’t have to tramp through 
the salon with wet feet to get 
underway. The salon is done 
in earth tones, with a car- 
peted living area and a large, 
U-shaped Van Brunt couch to 
port with storage beneath and 
in the armrests. A matching 
love seat faces the couch, with 
more hidden storage space. 
The galley is done in teak, 
with granite countertops, and 
features Amtico faux teak 
and holly flooring for durabil- 
ity. A four-person dinette is 




to starboard, opposite the 
galley, with a large flat- screen 
TV behind it. The galley is 
fitted with a two-burner 
stove, microwave, pull-out 
Keurig coffee maker, pull-out 
cabinets and four 30-inch 
Sub-Zero drawers. 



SEEEPING 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

The four- stateroom design 
was laid out per customer 
order, with an aft master on 
the port side at the foot of the 
stairs to the companionway. It 
includes a full-size bed, cedar- 
lined hanging closet, full head 
with shower, freshwater flush 
toilet, vanity and sink with 




SPECS 

L0A:69' BEAM: 18' 6" .DRAFT: 5' 4" | DISR: 96,000 LB. j FUEL: 2,000 GAL. ’ WATER: 400 GAL. j POWER: TWIN 1,925 HP 

’ CATERPILLAR C32 ACERT DIESELS 
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ELECTRONICS :: SHIP'S SYSTEMS :: BOATS OF INTEREST 




a waterfall-style faucet. 
Opposite is the captain's 
quarters, with a large lower 
bunk and a smaller top bunk. 
Access to the Seakeeper 9 
gyro is made easy by simply 
lifting the base of the lower 
bunk. Just forward is a head 
and shower, with entry from 
the companionway and the 
captain's quarters. A second 
bunk room, dubbed the crew 
quarters, is forward a cabi- 
net for the washer and dryer. 




1,200 

■ KNOTS BOPH 



1,600 1,800 
RPM 



In the bow is the VIP suite, 
which features an oversize 
pedestal bed that stretches 
the full width of the hull 
with rod storage beneath 
it. Amenities include two 
hanging lockers, two long 
cabinets, a Bomar hatch with 
privacy shades, a full head 
with shower and additional 
cabinets for clothing. 

COCKPIT 

The cockpit boasts a teak 
deck and step up to a wide 
mezzanine couch with air- 
conditioning vents through 
a gap in the back cushions to 
keep you cool. Underneath 
is a large freezer box and 
a two-level ice chest. Also 
in the mezzanine deck is a 
storage compartment, an 
engine-room access hatch, 
a drink box and a slick bait 



box, with custom trays aft 
of a large storage cabinet 
with a grill on top. All of 
the refrigerated boxes can 
be switched from freezer 
to fridge at the touch of a 
control panel just inside the 
engine-room hatch. 

FIA15RIDGE 

My favorite part of the boat 
incorporates a modern 
center-console design 



with two forward-facing 
lounge chairs. They are high 
enough to see ever5dhing 
around you and low enough 
that the captain's view is not 
impeded when in use. Guest 
seating is all molded in, with 
four cozy chairs that hug 
you in rough seas, and there 
are hatches ever5where to 
accommodate all manner of 
small to midsize items that 
you need when traveling but 
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If you keep waiting for the best time to 
attend a Marlin U trip, you probably never 
will. Do yourself a favor, pick a date, and go. 
We always tell our students that the best ^ 
time to go fishing is whenever you can! 

Learn the fine arts of light- and heavy- 
tackle angling. Perfect your blue-water skills. 
Get tips and techniques straight from MarUh \ 
magazine experts, including Dave Ferr.e^l,^^ ^ 
Peter B. Wright and more. Marlin Univel^sityji:? 
isn’t just an awesome fishing vacation — it’sj 
the only big-game fishing school that put$^ 
you on the water. - 

Because that’s where the fish are. 



Costa Rica Feb 17-22 

Guatemala April 21-26 

Dominican Republic May 19-24 

Costa Rica Sea Mounts July 29 - Aug 2 
Australia Nov 8-12 



Dave Ferrell 
Editor-at-Large 



Peter B. Wright 
IGFA Hall of Fame 



For information, caii 407-571-4606, or visit mariinuniversity.com 
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lAMCONFIDENTINSAYINGTHATITWILL 
PLEASETHE MOST DEMANDING CAPTAIN DNDER 
ALMDSTANYSEACDNDITIDNS. 




never seem to have a place 
for. The hardtop height is 
low but ample, and the helm 
command center features 
three large Garmin LCD 
screens and controls. The 
teak helm pod supports 
the stainless steel wheel 
and single-lever controls. 
Overhead is access to an 
old-school teaser reel set 
up to Davis' specifications, 
with two Precision Auto 
electric reels built around a 
pair of Penn Senator reels. 
''When something breaks 
on one of these, I can get 
parts at any Penn reel dealer 
in the world," Davis says. 
"And they can skip a daisy 
chain away from a blue 
marlin faster than any other 
system on the water." The 
helm chairs and fighting 
chair are by Release Marine, 
and the beautiful tower 
from PipeWelders perfectly 
complements the sleek lines 
of the boat. Davis had a lot 
to do with the design of the 
tower helm station too. He 
wanted the wheel and con- 
trols offset to the starboard 
side so he can slip his arm 
through the legs of the top 
when it gets rough, and 
to have room for a second 
person to share the view. 

PERFORM AiVC E 

Unfortunately, Oregon 
Inlet was all but closed after 
recent storms, so we opted 
not to run aground trying 
to navigate it with the new 
boat and did some speed 
and handling runs on the 
sound. Having fished other 
Spencer boats of similar 
size, and knowing that the 
hull dynamics on this one 
were relatively unchanged 
from earlier builds, I am 
confident in saying that 
it will please the most 




demanding captain under 
almost any sea conditions. 
Out on the sound, Davis 
throttled up, and the boat 
accelerated at a surprising 
rate, quickly racing to 37 
knots at 2,000 rpm, burning 
140 gallons per hour. There 
was a profusion of crab-pot 
buoys, and Davis began a 
series of quick-handling 
maneuvers to avoid them, 
with the boat responding 
in sports-car-like fashion 
to every input from the 
helm. Want more speed? 
You've got it. Pushed to full 
throttle, the big Spencer 
almost pins you to the seat 
on its way to 43 knots, ridic- 
ulously fast for a vessel of 
this size yet the hull handles 
it with ease. Davis reported 
the boat was as nimble in 
reverse as it was in forward, 
so chasing a hot blue marlin 
is almost ho-hum easy. The 
boat carves tight turns with 
ease, and the combination 
of speed and handling left a 
smile on my face. # 
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America's #1 saltwater fishing seminar touri 




$55.00 ticket includes 

Over $ 200 in Value, plus chances to win thousands of 
dollars' worth of door prizes! 



ENTER MOW FOR A CHANCE 
TO WIN ONE OF EIGHT NEW 
PENN CLASH REELS! 



r-BTO 



niLRTY 



WIN A WINAM*K0" 

FLORIDA KEYS 

FISHINGTRIP ^f^5T?RAILER 

MERCURY 

LOCATION! POWER! 



PARTY 



NOWIN 

ITS *951 
yeah OF 

tourings 






NATIONAL 
; SEMINAR 
1 SERIES 



COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU! 



Saturday — 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 




HAMPTON, VA 


JANUARY 9 


SAVANNAH, GA 


...FEBRUARY 6 


BRIDGEPORT, CT 


JANUARY 16 


ATLANTIC CITY AREA, NJ .. 


... FEBRUARY 20 


TAMPA, FL 


JANUARY 23 


PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 


.FEBRUARY 27 


ISLAMORADA, FL KEYS .. 


... JANUARY 30 


BILOXI, MS 


MARCHS 



DONT DELAY! RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW! 
GET COMPLETE DETAILS OR ORDER ONLINE 



NationalSeminarSeries.com or call us at 800-448-7360 










MARKETPLACE 





[>al 5 y Cha^n 
The hortest daisy chain Teaser lo the East 
10 ysa^ fGt Tana. BiUhsh. Maf* and 
MMhool CrlvK prEEiatror^ NLiTSI AvaMablf 
^ 7 cobra. $99.99 



Mdton Tackle 

Kona noyale IGFA TrdUng Rods 
Oir rri[;i&t pDpula~ trolU^ rixl series 
proycfty nnacte Jti the U5A. 



Amilan-T II 

IGFA Pre-Test Game Line 

Choice of top charter crews around the world. 
Excellent abrasion resistance, high knot 
strength and limited stretch. 



FREE SHIPPING WirH ORDERS OF SI50 OR MORE W7H PROMO CODE PULU5D. EXPIRES I/I5/I6. 



VIEW NEW 2015 HOLIDAY CATALOG AT 



MELTDNTACKLE.CDM • THE ULTIMATE IN BIG GAME TACKLE B ACCESSORIES • (800) 372-3474 



a^ELTO 



INTERNATIONAL TACKL 



“well written and a rare glimpse Into the life of 
big game fishing crews that travel the world.” 




PEflSQNAUZED » SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE 
Purchase at CaptSkipSmith.com or Amazon.com 
Or download now on your Amazon Kindle 
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the State of the 

Makaira! 



I he Makaira big uame reels oner some 
of the highest drag capabilities in the 
business, and they are smooth! How 
good are they? For starters they have a 
5 year warranty - Parts & Labor. 

Visit CharkBait for 
the best from 
OKUMA! 

www.CHARKBAIT.com ' 
877-424-2751 



5 > 1 I 4 E 

MW 



Please Call or 



our Website - special 
offers do apply- 
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SAVE 

TIME 



24/7 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 

is only a click away! 

■ Change Your Address 

■ Check Your Account Status 

■ Renew, Give a Gift or Pay 
a Bill 

■ Replace Missing Issues 

Just log on to: 
www.marlinmag.com/cs 




iVferlin 




GEOFFREY C. SMITH 

American Sculptor 



Detail: Paradise Found 
Three Panel Relief 

23 X 141 IN. 
BRONZE CAST 



The Stuart Saileish 
EDITION 2/12 
60 X 24 X 17 IN. 
BRONZE CAST 




ZV Bertram-Custom • 26' Regulator 



www.straightupsportfishing.com 
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t.f>S SL’EKOS MARINA 
I tIKTA RlUA 

MARLIN • SAILFISH • DORADO • WAHOO • ROOSTERFISH 



Costa Rica: 011-506-8330-5416 • US 646-220-5963 
Email: info@straightupsportfishing.com 



ffkrM'f'M 

I Satellite imaging done right, ^ 



at a price that makes sense. 



u 



I— 

CO 



$99 



per year 

New! TerraFIn MobilE 
for iPhone, iPad & Android 

800 - 993-0939 

www.terrafin.com 




MARKETPLACE 






MARKETPLACE 




Anytime, anywhere, anyplace . . . 
is there for you. 



Yachts * Sportfishing Boats • Center Consoles 

Charter Boats • Mega Yachts • Guides • Triple & Quad Outboards 



954 - 784-1807 



Smith-Merritt.com 










MOUNTS 



Marine Anist 

Release Mounts for that 






downloadable RELEASE CERTIFICATES available online 

ir KING SAIIFISH MOUMTS. INC. 

Ft Lauderdale* Florida 

^ www.kmqsai1fishmQunts.com 954-7S4-S377 




'2014 White Marlin Open, 1 st Place Blue Marlin, - 
"Gratitude" Wms $51 1,41 7.00, Capt. Paul Spencer. 

2014 Bahamas Billfish Championship, 

1 St Place Overall, "Wave Paver". 

-1 2014 Pirates Cove Billfish Tournament, 

1st Place, "(/fioyWas". 

2014 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1st Place Blue Marlin 847 lbs., 
"Why Knot" sets a new tournament record. 



201 4 MidAtlantic $500,000, 1 st Place White Marlin, 
"Krazy Salts", wins $660,394.00. 



tggsn) 



All bait is brined, vacuum packed and blast frozen to 
ensure freshness. Unrigged or professionally rigged. 



1-800-NEW-BAIT (639-2248) | 305-751-7007 
6911 NE3RDAVE., MIAMI, FL 331 38 
FAX: 305-758-8074 I WWW.BAITMASTERS.COM 
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EOS' 

SURFACE MOUNT 
COLOR CHANGE 



UNDERWATER LED LIGHTS 



LUM9SHOSiE 



NO COMPROMISE. HAVE IT ALL 



SMX92 I EOS Mini Wi-Fi | SMX152 



4,000 6,400 

Fixture Lunnens Fixture Lunnens 



EOS EOS 



SMX92 



SMX152 



Color 90° Color 90° 

Change Beam Change Beam 



Color 

Change 



Sound-to- 

Light 



EOS Mini 

Controller 

OhO 



Full control, WiFi, 
Sound-to-Light 
and more 



Distribution 

Hub 



Color network 
plug and play 
installation 



www.Lumishore.com | Sales@LumishoreUSA.com | (941) 405—3302 



U.S. POSTAL SERVICE STATEMENT OF 
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Home of the 

DRCDBCCnm 

The Original Integrated Dredge 
Camera Housing for Go Pro Cams 



The World Wide Source for: Dredge Kits, Stripteasers, 
Spreader Bars, Complete Tackle Kits for Billfish & Tuna, 
Hi-Performance Coolers, Gyro Binoculars, Fighting Chairs, 
Outriggers, Hal-Locks, Rigging Kits, Kite 
Fishing Kits, Electric Reels & more! 



.X 



Abaco Outrigger Tension Kits 



1-888-810-7283 | www.alltackle.com 
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CHARTER BOATS AND RESORTS 




Costa Rica Dreams is the 
BXCLUSIve S’Star charter operator 
at the famous LOS SCJENOS J 
RESORT S- MARINA M 

with over IS excellent v 

fishing boats that will put ) 
you in the BEST 
B/LLF/SWfA/G WATERS 
/Al THE M/Ofii.0/ 

Specializing in: 

•Marlin • Sailfislw' ^ 

• Dorado' 'lunar > ^ 

• Rooster Fish 

■ ’’Sunset Cruises" 



i )i 



C/rec^ our weh oage for 
“PACKAGE SPECfALr of 
B!G SAVING on condo, 
charters and airport transfers/ 

'We're not a booking agent... 
weAflf (/le OWW£R/OPe/MrOffS/f 
OUR BOASTS, OUR CREWS, 

OUR YEARS OFEXPERtENCet 



AT 

JQSSUENOS 

and marina 



From US: 1-(337) 205-0665 
CR Office: 001-(506) 2637-B912 
info@CostaRicaDreams.com 
www.CostaRicaDreams.com 




Full private accommodations/ 
All-Inclusive 



Tournament 35 LURS Sporthsh 



Round trip private domestic ai 
charter to and from resort. 



Transportation to and from the 
Puerto Jimenez Airport along with 
unlimited daily transportation. 



I GUARANTEED everyone a | 
Blue Marlin or your 
I Fishins is FREE!] | 

Please visit 

MarlinSportFishing.com 

for more information on how to book your 
charter in the Osa Peninsula of Costa Rica! 
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A WINTER 

^ondehiand 

OF 

^ofiUt'€ljaAA, 

FISHING 



GUATEMALA 



Fish tropical Guatemala, 

■ where has no meaning, 

but does. 






Give the gift 
of FISHING 



with a Marlin magazine 
subscription 

PRO TIPS ON BECOMING AN EXPERT BOAT DRIVER 




> Visit < 



marlinmag.com 



COIBA ADVENTURE 




panMa;< 

Gmgtat Varinj Fi§^ m the iXbrid 



Black MflHJn Fishing HmiiiW n»ifc ^ iiU de c#hi 
fivmJdt CtHhm. 

3r Bdinuii BlIT Mdki^ fuhlng boau 
OvD' So spado of pUDc Gill * New Be Rmo 

www.coibad?VQ]mre;^ai 
Ui{b«aia->hwdnw« *1100^004^ « 3I4-S664B5 






THIS SPACE 
IS AVAILABLE! 

CALL 

BILL SIMKINS 

to Advertise Here 

407 - 571-4865 







nSH IN LOS SUENOS RESORT S MARINA 



ToU Free 855 769 5232 1 SuylnCostaaica.eom 




SEA BOOTS CHARTERS 



KEY WEST AREA 



800 2381746 



www.SEAB00TS.com 
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Fulfill Your Fishing Fantasy.*. 




Fishing the legendary waters off Pinas Bay, Panama is a "bucket list" adventure for most anglers. Fulfill your 
fishing fantasy! Tropic Star Lodge has provided the ultimate in offshore and inshore fishing adventures for our 
guests for the past 50+ years. We invite you to discover why we've been named "the best fishing resort in 
the world." 

Our Pacific waters are famed for holding a vast variety of treasured species including black marlin, blue marlin 
and sailfish along with monster dorado, roosterfish and Cubera snapper. The fishing attracts anglers from all 
over the world. Tropic Star Lodge has more fishing world records than any other resort. Visit our website to 
watch our exciting videos and contact us to book your dream fishing trip. 






>//M^ 



Here is your opportunity to purchase a 2015 Viking 92 Convertible that is exceptionally well-equipped and 
professionally maintained. This world-class yacht is nearly flawless and priced reasonably to sell. Described as a 
"92-foot hot rod" by Viking President Pat Healey, the 92C is a remarkable yacht that is the most technologically 
advanced boat in its class. 



CONTACT TIM DERRICO AT 561.262.4132 



BRIDGE CONV 






NEW VIKING SHOWCASE 
TRADES CONSIDERED 
GO EISHING OR CRUISING TODAY 




75'Viking Motoryacht 

Call Rich Lazzara: 813.362.4488 



BUILD TO YOUR SPECS! 



AVAILABLE SOON! 



AVAILABLE NOW! 



IN STOCK! 



IN STOCK! 



IN STOCK! 




66' Viking Enclosed Bridge Convertible 

Call Tim Gredick: 843.607.7256 



55'Viking Convertible 

Call Jack Robertson: 772.260.1364 



62'Viking Convertible 

Call Doug Donohue: 954.914.4303 



52' Viking Sport Tower 

Call Mike Scalisi: 954.650.3706 



46' Viking Convertible 

Call Brian Weaver: 561 .308.0939 



52'Viking Convertible 

Call Jeff Creary: 305.394.3429 



42' Viking Sport Tower 

Call Tim Gredick: 843.607.7256 



42' Viking Open 

Call Pat Kelly: 561.723.9300 



42'Viking Convertible 

Call Brian Weaver: 561 .308.0939 
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75+ VIKING YACHTS SOLD IN THE PAST YEAR 

INDUSTRY LEADER IN CUSTOM 
SPORTFISH SALES 




HMY 

YACHTS 




"Sapelo" 77'2008Whiticar 

Call Dave Berard: 772.341.3669 



"Houdini" 71 ' 1 999 Jim Smith 

Call Tim Gredick: 843.607.7256 



"Big Gin" 70' 2003 Scarborough 

Call Brandon O'Connor: 561.723.4737 



70' 201 4 Viking 

Call Pat Kelly: 561.723.9300 



Still Kickin'' 64' 2008 Lightning 

Call Pat Kelly: 561.723.9300 



"Dream On" 64' 2007 Viking 

Call Dave Meyer: 561 .722.1 047 



Base Camp" 63' 2001 Paul Mann 

Call Dave Berard: 772.341.3669 



"R&R" 61 '2005 Viking 

Call Jack Robertson: 772.260.1 364 



"Olla"58'2005 Donzi 

Call Jeff Creary: 305.394.3429 



'Smooth Operator" 58' 2003 Briggs 

Call Scott Levin: 772.263.1208 



52' 201 4 Viking 

Call Dave Berard: 772.341.3669 



"Jamdl" 48' 1 978 Whiticar 

Call Dave Meyer: 561 .722.1 047 



45' 2007 Cabo 

Call Arthur Grin: 561 .758.2799 



OURTRADE! 



OURTRADE 







^68' 2006 Viking 

1 Call Steve Moynihan: 561 .722.9629 


1 "Mama Who" 66' 201 4 Viking 

1 Call Tim Gredick: 843.607.7256 
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2003 72 * Merritt 2004 72’ Merritt 

C-30’s 1550 hp each; proven fishing machine, recently completed 1000 hr. service; 2xMTU’s 2000 hp each; low hours; 30 knot cruise @ 1850 rpm; cockpit w/ 

latest GARMIN electronics. One of the cleanest 72’s in the fleet! Call BRYCE mezzanine; 4 staterooms/3 heads. Located in Ft. Pierce. Call BOB 




1 988 62’ Merritt 1 987 60’ Merritt 

Rebuilt CAT 341 2 engines w/Platinum warranties until 1 0/1 7; continuously updated; 2007 repowered with MAN CR1 1 00 hp and recent engine service completed March 

investment priced; no better buy in quality SF; owner reduced $300K for quick sale. 201 5. Complete Merritt refit in 201 0 including paint job, new mezzanine, refrigeration. 

Call BRAD custom interior upgrades, electronics, new Palm Beach Tower and more. Don’t miss 

1^15 onel Call MICHELE 




1998 58’ Merritt 1997 58’ Merritt 

CAT 341 2’s (1350 hp) M.O.H. 800 hrs. w/warranty thru 10/15. 2012 refit includes CATs low hours, (2) 27kw generators, mezzanine, Eskimo chipper, hardtop, davit & 

complete paint job, (2) new generators, teak deck, interior decor, bottom job & more. dinghy. Call MIKE 
All systems serviced. Recent survey. Price reduced! Call MICHELE 



Contact Our Sales Department: (954) 943-6250. We Can List & Sell Your Sportfish! 

Bob 954.303.7718 I Bobby 954.494.6741 I Brad 954.802.2962 I Bryce 772.485.8860 I Karl 772.21 5.31 08 I Michele 954.444.9230 I Mike 954.444.3957 











2013 60’ Spencer 2005 60’ Hatteras 

3 stateroom/2 heads, C-18’s (1150 hp) economical cruise @1850 rpm. 28 knots. Reliable 1650 hp CAT diesels; loaded w/optional equipment. Cherry interior & new 
Under 450 hours. Cruised only! At Merritt’s. Call MICHELE electronics. Meticulous owner & Capt. Ready to go anywhere. Call BRAD 




1988 50’ R&R Bob Sherbert SF 1999 51 ’ C&S 

QSMIl 660 hp each 246 hrs; turnkey, custom, in mint condition with numerous Unbelievable over built custom day boat, 1000 hour service just completed. This is truly 
upgrades! Call BOB a one of a kind; there is nothing out there like it. Please call BRYCE or BRAD 




1989 44' Kinc^eloe-Ntcker^oo Custom SF 2006 38’ Out Island Express 2009 35’ Custom Carolina Calyber 

Twin 8V96 820 hp, Westerbeke 10.5 kw gen, 600 gpd Cummins 6CTA engines; best in class for speed, economy VOLVO IPS with Sport Fish Mode D-6 500, Dual Helm 

watermaker, spare props, in-deck live well, tuna door, & ride; loaded w/equipment for serious fisherman or Stations with full electronics package. Maneuverability 

2 staterooms, 2 heads. Excellent maintenance, fast, family weekender; continuously updated. Call BRAD is unbeatable! Call BRYCE 
economical, soft entry & plenty of comfort. Call MICHELE 

MERRITT’S BOAT & ENGINE WORKS • BROKERAGE SALES 

2931 N.E. 16th St., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 • (954) 943-6250 • merrittboat.com • Serving the Yachting community since 1947! 
Bob 954.303.771 8 I Bobby 954.494.6741 I Brad 954.802.2962 I Bryce 772.485.8860 I Karl 772.21 5.31 08 I Michele 954.444.9230 I Mike 954.444.3957 









Hyltonian I 2000 72' Tiffany Yachts 
Bob Martin, 305.710.3952 



Papo I 2008 74' Viking 
Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 




2 Intense I 2007 67' Bertram 
Ernesto Bustamante, 305.281.7684 
Not for Sole or Charter to U.S. Residents While in U.S. Waters 



Paige IV I 2005 67' Billy Holton 
Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 



B3 I 2003 67' Bertram 



Reel Happy I 2013 64' Bertram 



Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 



Ernesto Bustamante, 305.281.7684 
Not for Sale or Charter to U.S. Residents While in U.S. Waters 



Brokerage & Charter 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Showroom) FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Bahia Mar) HUNTINGTON, NY MIAMI, FL NAPLES, FL NEWPORT, Rl 
NEWPORT BEACH, CA SAG HARBOR, NY STUART, FL MEXICO CITY, MX 

WWW.ALLIEDMARINE.COM • SALES@ALLIEDMARINE.COM 




r“ ANNIVERSARY 



ALLIED MARINE 



Shark Bait I 2006 63' Bertram 
Gary Goldman, 954.330.8958 



Kathy Jo I 2002 60' Bertram 
Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 



Let it Be I 2003 57' Bertram 
Sean Fenniman, 772.260.1628 



Lamp Lighter I 2013 54' Bertram 
Judy Torrey, 561 .312.4125 



Brokerage & Charter 

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Showroom) FT. LAUDERDALE, FL (Bahia Mar) HUNTINGTON, NY MIAMI, FL NAPLES, FL NEWPORT, Rl 
NEWPORT BEACH, CA SAG HARBOR, NY STUART, FL MEXICO CITY, MX 

WWW.ALLIEDMARINE.COM • SALES@ALLIEDMARINE.COM 
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82’ Viking 2010 - Warranties Thraugh September 201 7 - Call Earle: 757.434.4034 




62’ Viking 2016 - Twin Cat C32A at l,925hp ea. - On the Tournament Trail! 




52’ Viking Express 2016 - Twin MAN VI 2 at ],400hp ea. - New Arrival! 




66’ Viking 2013 - Twin MTUs w/ Extended Warranties - Call Jud: 757.846.7909 





Viking 



55 Convertible 



- Tournament Winning Cockpit! - Contact Us Today! 



42' Viking Express 201 5 - Twin Cummins QSC at 600hp ea. - Ready to Fish! 




Bluewater Outer Banks Yacht Yard 

Wanchese, NC - Broad Creek Marker i6 

252.475.1420 



Jarrett Bay Marine Park 

Beaufort, NC - ICW Mile Marker ip8 

252.728.2690 



Bluewater Yacht Yard 

Hampton, VA - Hampton River Marker 2 

757.723.0793 






BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COM 



877*269.3021 
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(New model representation varies by territory) 






48' Cabo 2007 -Call Clark: 919.669.1304 




47' Post 1997 -Call Hank: 804.337.1945 




40' Cabo 2006 - Call Scott: 703.307.5900 



' i 




48' Viking 2006 - Call Jud: 757.846.7909 




44' Custom Carolina 2006 - Call Tony: 843.329.9493 




35' Cabo 2009 -Call Doug: 443.497.2582 




64' Hatteras 2006 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304 



I 




58’ Ritchie Howell 2003 - Call Roger: 410.456.3659 




55' Viking 1998 -Call Sean: 910.620.1900 




50' Viking 1998 -Call Scott: 443.373.6313 




47' Viking 2000 - Call Mark: 757.406.1673 




42'Yellowfin 2013 -Call Jud: 757.846.7909 




34' Jarrett Bay 2014 - Call us Today! 




63' Custom Carolina 2013 - Call Kelly: 910.231.8890 




56' Paul Mann 2009 - Call Peter: 252.725.3133 




54' Hatteras 2005 - Call Clark: 9109.669.1304 




49’ Caison 2010 - Call John D: 910.262.5566 




47' Buddy Harris 1991 -Call Joe: 252.241.1316 







41' Albemarle 2012 - Call Clark: 919.669.1304 




34' Pursuit 2013 - Call John: 252.342.5668 



Baltimore, Kent Narrows & Ocean City, MD — Gloucester Point & Hampton, VA — BLUEWATERYACHTSALES.COM 
Wanchese, Beaufort & Wrightsville Beach, NC — Charleston, SC — Riviera Beach, FL — 877*2^9*3021 









SOUTH JERSEY 

YACHT SALES 

SPORTFISHtNG SPECIALISTS ■ NEW, USED & BROKERAGE YACHTS 




Ocean Yacht 64 Makaira 




201 5 Veal^Demo ; Fish Rigged 





Go to: SouthJerseyYachtSales.com 
For all of our new, trade and brokerage inventory! 



SOUTH lERSEY 

YACHT SALES 

SPORTFISHING SPECIALISTS - NEW, USED & BROKERAGE YACHTS 



fUP/T£A 




Viking 





CC-24 OB-28 


FS-26,30,32,34&38 


BILLFISH-37 EXPRESS -37 


CONV - 42, 46, 52, 55, 62, 66, 70, 76, 82 & 92 


SKIFF -17 HYBRID- 21 & 26 


EXPRESS FISHERMEN 


CUDDY- 32 & 38 


SUPER SPORT 


EXPRESS -42, 46 & 52 MY -75 


BAY -24 BAYCF-24 


24,26, 28, 29, 31, 33, 36 & 41 


EXPRESS -41 


42, 46, 50, 54, 58 & 73 


ST-42&52 SC-42 


CENTER CONSOLE 


CONVERTIBLE -41 


SPORT BRIDGE -41 


MAKAIRA -64 


ENCL BRIDGE - 62, 66, 70, 76, 82 & 92 


29, 32, 34, 36, 39 & 42 




32'BlackfinFB*1987 

T-370hp Yanmar Diesels 

$139,000 



35' Viking Conv.1991 

T-250hp Crusaders 

$41,999 



35'CaboFB*2004 

T-450hp Cat Diesels 

$249,000 



324 SeaVee LE*2014 

3X-300hp Mercury Verados 

$249,000 



35' Henriques Exp • 2004 

T-440hp Yanmar Diesels 

$199,000 



35' Cabo Exp. 1999 

T-435hp Cat Diesels 

$162,900 



35' Carolina Classic * 2002 

T-450hp Cat Diesels 

$169,500 



41 'Albemarle Exp • 2007 

T-700hp Cat Diesels 

$355,000 



40' Ocean SF.1999 

T-420hp Cat Diesels 

$149,000 



40' Ocean SS. 2001 

T-420hp Cat Diesels 

$195,000 



42' Viking Open * 201 5 

T-600hp Cummins Diesels 

$1,090,000 



47' Buddy Davis * 1 990 

T-735hp Detroit Diesels 

$178,000 



43' Bertram Conv • 1 989 

T-550hp Detroit Diesels 

$89,900 



46' Ocean 55*2005 

T-710hpCat Diesels 

$410,000 



47' Jersey Conv * 1 990 

T-450hp Detroit Diesels 

$125,000 



52' Viking Open* 2010 

T-1 360hp MAN CRM Diesels 

Inquire 



54'Viking Conv* 2008 

T-1550hpMAN Diesels 

$1,249,000 



64' Makaira by Ocean Yachts 
2015* T-1 925hp Cat Diesels 

$2,995,000 



48' Ocean 55*2002 

T-660hp Cat Diesels 

$275,000 



52' Ocean 55*2002 

T-825hp MTU Diesels 

$399,000 



COMPLETE OUTFITTING AVAILABLE AT OUR FULL SERVICE YARD • www.SouthJerseyYachtSales.com 





t- F 







at Canyon Club Resort Marina • 900 Ocean Drive • Cape May, NJ 08204 • 609-884-1600 



at Arnold's Yacht Basin • 1668 Beaver Dam Road • Pt. Pleasant, NJ 08742 • 732-899-9666 







o UNITED YACHT SALES 




61’ JARRETT BAY - 2000 

3 stateroom 3 head layout. Completed major MTV service work, 
refinished all bright work & painted bottom. Asking $685,000 

Greg Graham 305-522-4739 




52 ' BUDDY DAVIS - 2007 



Powered by V12 MAN 1360hp Engines! She was built for the 
experienced offshore fisherman and cruises at 31 kts! 

Andrew Troyer 850-499-7013 




UYS Listings 



54' RYBOVICH -1970 

Classic Rybovich Sportfish in superior condition.Teak interior, 3 
staterooms, generous ownership and great sea keeping abilities. 

Bill Kimball 561-644-6924 




48 ’ OCEAN - 1995 

Desirable 8V92’s and 3 stateroom layout with 2 full heads. Full 
Pipewelders tower with hardtops up and down, Rupp riggers, fighting 
chair with rocket launcher and more. 

Dennis Demole 321-961-2222 




52' VIKING - 2003 



Full tower, MAN 1300 HP engines .Cruise speed of 30 plus 
knots. This boat has been rigged for travel. 

Brian Franc 850-428-0866 




38' Jupiter - 2011 

Cuddy Cabin. Under 200 hours on twin Yamaha 350’s. Powerful bow 
thruster. Magnificent teak decks and custom upholstery give her a 
classy custom look. 

Larry Dario 401-954-1478 



New Jersey division 

Over 1000 Listings to Choose from inceudinc over 150 listings located in New Jersey 




NEW HATTERAS GT70 



Twin MTU 2600HP 

Call Office 609-884-5881 



HATTERAS GT60 

Twin CAT C32A 

Call Office 609-884-5881 





42' HENRIQUES - 2007 

C12 CATS, Two Staterooms, SAT, FUR, Exceptionally Clean 

Scott White 609-780-0309 



\ 




46' Custom release - 2012 

Twin Cummins 715 HP. Designed to fish, and fish hard, with input 
from some of the finest captains and anglers. Asking $975,000 

Bill Kocis 609-439-6159 

WWW.UVSNiXOM 
SCOTT White ■ Bill Kocis 

Scott Krawiec 





56' CORE SOUND - 2001 



T/700 MTU’s 2 Staterooms 2 Heads. Value $550,000 

Scott White 609-780-0309 




48' Ocean 1988 

T/671TI’s Rebuilt Low Hours, Many Updates 

Scott Krawiec 609-970-2677 





RI 



WWW.UVSNI.COM 
MELTON ’ Frank Wise 

Steve Castellini 



Exclusive Dealers for New Jersey 
AND NewYorkH 



WWW. unitedyacht .COM 







&Sons 

VachtSales 




78* RYBOVICH 2009 65* RYBOVICH 2002 

4 stateroom/5 head layout. 16 Cylinder MTUs provide 36-38 knot cruise and 44 knots top end. 16 Cylinder MTUs, spacious 3 stateroom/3 head layout. Upgraded electronics and interior. Maintained 
One of the finest in all sea conditions! Call BUI Snyder: 561 -371 -41 61 by the Rybovich yard, don’t miss this great opportunity! Call Bill Snyder: 561 -371 -41 61 




65* RYBOVICH 2001 — rybOVICH 1997 



Low hours S.M.O.H. on 12V2000S. 3 stateroom/3 head layout with mezzanine. Amazing Completely refit with 1360hpCR MANS, Bausch American tower, new electronics, teak, 

seaworthiness & speed! A TRUE HEAD TURNER! Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 paint, varnish, etc...This boat is neariy perfect! Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 




^^^45’ RYBOVICH 1969/2012*^ 

Completely restored classic in absolutely perfect 
condition! One of the prettiest Rybos ever built! 

Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 



54’ RYBOVICH 1967^^ 

One of the last unaltered, truly 
original Rybovich boats! 

Call Mike Matlack: 772-285-5157 



48’ BUDDY DAVIS 2007 

C-18 CATs. SUPER CLEAN with many updates 
including; new mezzanine deck, new Stidd chairs. 

Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 



— 42’ GAMEFISHERMAN 2004 

Only Walkaround currently available. 
Recent paint. 480hp Cummins. 



42’ RYBOVICH 1958~ 

A totally restored classic that is a true 10! 
CAT power, Hopewell tower. 



40’ JERSEY CAPE 2015 “ ^ 

480hp Cummins with only delivery hours! GORGEOUS 
WITH MANY CUSTOM TOUCHES & UPGRADES! 



Call Mike Matlack: 772-285-5157 



Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 



Call Bill Snyder: 561-371-4161 



FOR RYBOVICH NEW CONSTRUCTION INFO CALL 

ii^564«428-r2035w|-www.iifryb'eviGlK6ain- - 






Worldwide Yacht Sales | Yacht Charters | New Yacht Construction 





2000 78' Buddy Davis - $1,650,000 
Mike Wiener - 267.300.2169 



2008 67' Lyman Morse - $2,500,000 
Rob Dorfmeyer - 216.533.9187 





1989 54' Egg Harbor - $109,000 
Greg Merritt - 813.294.9288 



1967 47' Daytona - $149,500 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 




1972 46' Egg Harbor - $84,500 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 




2006 40' Topaz - $298,700 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218 



To see more details about these 



and all 



other 



1.855.266.5676 | 954.684.0218 | info@curtisstokes.net 









SEA TOY - 59' SPENCER 2008. CAT C-18 power. 2 Stateroom (Master Mid-Ship) 
-I- Bunk/Tackle Room, 2 Head Layout, Granite. Mezzanine Seating. The Ultimate 
Fish-Raiser and Well-Known Tournament Winner! Call for showing in Manteo, NC. 



GIVE IT AWAY - 66' SPENCER 2005. CAT C-32 1650 hp engines. PipeWelders Tuna 
Tower w/2nd Helm Station. Bow thruster. 4 Cabins. Fresh Hull, Bottom Paint & New 
Non-Skid 2015. Underwater Exhaust. Mezz Seating. New Electronics & Underwater 
Lights. 



MIMI - 2008 SPENCER 59 - CAT C-32's, top end 47 kts. 
2014 PipeWelders Tower. 3/2, Granite. Night vision 
camera, Crestron/Kaliedescape server, A/C mezz, 
many upgrades. Superfasti 



FISHINATOR - 2014 SPENCER EXPRESS 44 - Twin 
Volvo IPS 435 hp pod drives. Cruise 28 kt @3300 rpm, 
32 kt @ 3600 rpm. Master forward, 2 berths aft, head/ 
shower. Garmin electronics. 



74' spencer. Offered Eeb 20f7, 2600 hp MTU's will 
have low hours. PipeWelders Tower, Bow Thrikter, 

2 Seakeepers, 4 Cabins, Granite, Elegant Upscale -ir| 
Interior. 



Office: (252) 423-1686 
' - OUTER BANKS/WANCHESE, NC 



Fax: (772) 343-9055 Email: sales@spenceryachtsbrokerage.com ^ 
TREASURE COAST, FL PALM BEACH, FL POMPANO BEACH, FL 
Daniel ^reqcer - Cheryl Brittingham - Robby Lawson - Jamie Van Winkle - Brynner Parks - Capt. Daniel "Backlash" Davis - Casey**Hunt 

* www.spenceryachtsinc.com • www.spenceryb.com ^ ^ 



VFLCHT 



BROKERAGE 






r 



ma 



62 ' SPENCER 201 6. CAT C-32's w/low hours. PipeWelders Tower. 312 , Elegant Interior with High Gloss Teak And Granite. Seakeeper, 
Underwater Exhaust, Spot Zero System, Livos Mist Eliminator System. AC Mezzanine Seating. Extremely fast!! Call for your 
personal inspection! 





GALATI News. Pre-Qwned Sales I Charter 





92’ 2016 Vikim EB w/ Skybridge 
Call F^r Pricing 

Call Michael fordetalfs 94T 725. 2782 



ez EB 2013 $6,295,000 Chris 813.503.6396 
82’ CNV 2011 $6,395,000 Jim 860.259,3246 



81' 2005 Sea Force IX Enclosed Bridge 
$2,950,000 

Call Carmine Jr. for details 941.725.0587 



80’ 2000 Merritt Sport Fishing 
$4,550,000 

Cali Jon far details 337.258.4030 



80’ DONZI 



76’ VIKIMG 



74’ VIKING 



70’ VIKING 




81' 2001 Donzl Enclosed Bridge 
$1,799,000 

Call Larry or Randy far details 409.741 .8716 



68’ VIKING 




76' 2012 Viking Convertible 
14,695,000 

Cali Stan for details 060.696.1645 



67’ BERTRAM 




74' EB 2007 $2,795,000 Chris 81 3,503 J398 
74’ CNV 2M6 $2,795,000 Jason 941.518.1171 
74' EB 2008 $2,795,000 Steve 239.B25.6174 



64’ VIKING 




70' 2011 Viking Convertible 
$4,275,000 

Call Artie far details 850.259.7807 



63’ -60’ HATTERA8 



*1 




58' 2007 $1,995,000 Jim 850.259.3246 
68- 2006 $1,650,000 Tony 941.527.1273 
66' 2006 $1,695,000 Jtm 850.259,3246 



67' 2005 Bertram Convertible 
$1,495,000 

Call Michael for detaPs 941.725.2782 



64' CNV 2007 $1,595,000 Tony 941.527,1273 
64’ 2007 1,895,000 Michael 941.725.2782 
64’ 2007 51,595,000 Tony 941.527.1273 



63' 2012 $2,699,000 Jim 850.259.3246 
60' 2005 $899,000 Randy 713.816.2165 
60' 2003 $775,000 Randy 713.816.2165 



61’ BLACKWELL 



56’ VIKING 



55’ VIKING 



54’ - 52’ VIKING 




61’ 2005 Blackwell Covertible 
$1,495,000 



Call Michael for details 941.725.2782 



56’ 2004 $1,225,000 Roger 850.960.0606 
56' 2006 SI ,295.000 Jim 850 259.3246 
56' 2004 $899,900 Nick 941 ,720, 1 321 



55' 2013 $2,375,000 Tony 941.527,1273 
55' 2013 $2,590,000 Tony 941 .527.1 273 
55' 2013 $2,650,000 Ron 941.545,6272 



54’ 2008 $1,190,000 Randy 713.816,2185 
52' 2006 $895,000 Kevin 850.259.1229 



50’ VIKING 



50’ POST 



45’ VIKING 



42’ TIARA 




50' 2013 $1,699,000 Steve 850.654.1576 
50' 2000 $585,000 Jim 850.259.3246 



Anna Maria, FL [ Destin, FL 



50' 2005 $519,000 Steve 239.825.6174 
50' 2001 $450,000 Bill 239.235.4700 



Tierra Verde, FL [ Galveston, 



45' OPN 2006 $499,500 Eric 850.259.3172 
45’ CNV 2006 $650,000 Kevin 850.259.1229 



Naples, FL I Orange Beach 



42’ 2007 $429,000 Art® 850.259.7807 
42' 2007 $379,000 Pep 813.299.5884 
42' 2005 $409,000 Tony 941 .527. 1273 



AL I Tampa, FL [ Costa Rica 



941.757.1365 I 850.654.1575 I 727.676.8336 1 409-741-8716 | 239.430 2833 | 251974.5468 | 727.576.8336 I 941527.1273 

















tournamentyachtsales.com 

View yacht videos on our website. 



Every day is 
a tournament; 
let us compete 
for you! 




57 DEAN JOHNSON CUSTOM CAROLINA 2007 Own the ultimate fishing machine. 3/2 layout with VIP 
fwd, Bosch American tower, Mezzanine seating, Eskimo ice maker, watermaker, custom livewell system, 
cherry interior. Sub Zero refrig/freezer. Powered by C-18 CATs which gives her a very economical cruising 
speed of 32 kts. Combine that with the classic Carolina ride and you have the perfect fishing machine! 




68' WEAVER BOATWORKS 2008. Beautiful custom sportfish now offered for sale. 4 stateroom / 3 head 
layout with teak mezzanine. 2400 HP MTU M93 engines, easy 38 kt cruise! 48kt top end! One of the 
finest Weavers built. Highly customized interior. (2) 25 kw Northern Lights Generators. 




102' DESTINY M/Y 2001. “Pushy” accommodates 10 guests in 5 large staterooms with an on deck master. 
Twin 2800 HP 12V400 M90 MTU's cruise 24 knots @ 1850 RPM, max 30 knots. $400,000 refit at the 
Rybovich yacht yard in 2010 with new AV systems, interior soft goods, electronics upgrades, etc. 




64' CAISON YACHTS 2006. Economical with C32 @ 1650hp. New paint job by American Custom 
Yachts, new teak deck, new enclosure, new carpet, upgraded electronics, watermaker, icemaker, bottom 
work completed October 2014. 




57 CUSTOM CAROLINA ISLAND BOAT WORKS 1996. Twin 1100 hp MAN D2842LE401 cruise 32 
kt @1950 rpm, 36 kt @2100 and max 40 kts @2300 rpm. Three stateroom, 2 head layout. One of 
the best rides on the ocean. Interior redone in 2008. Bring all offers. Located in Annapolis, MD. 



58' MONTEREY CUSTOM 1988. 2003 CAT C-18s, many recent updates: paint, SS shafts, power steering, 
transom fishbox, 96 mile touchscreen Furuno radar, 41 ft. Rupp Tournament Outriggers. Chance to own a 
classic. Great boat for the Pacific. Lots of recent upgrades. Owner wants to move up. Located in Florida. 




50' VIKING 1998 w/ 10 cylinder man engines. State 
of the art, new Simrad electronics with JL audio 
system. New bridge curtains, fresh bottom paint. 
Just completed full detail on topsides and hull. 



57' ISLAND BOATWORKS 2014. 2013 White Marlin 
Open Winner. Twin C32 Cats 1650hp w/3-year 
warranties. 41 kt cruise, 48 kt top speed. Multi-level 
cockpit mezzanine seating. Sat HDTV, bait freezer. 



St- DAVIS BOATWORKS 3/3 iiyo«il boat 
with 750 original hours on CAT 3412's, twin 
generators, water maker, maple interior, Eskimo 
icemaker and more! 



36' YELLOWFIN 2009. New Listing! Immaculate, 
with tower. Loaded with triple 2014 Mercury Verado 
300 outboards with warranty. Brand new Raymarine 
electronics, 12KW HD Radar. Sea chest. Carbon fiber 
outriggers. Underwater lights. 



Call us for your next purchase or sale 

1-866-NEW-YACHT ( 866 - 639 - 9224 ) 



Sponsored by 

(2*2 AOERCtmr 



Jimmy Fields • Alan Fields • Dave Fields • Ronnie Fields • Jeff James • Bill Jones • Charley Pereira • Scott Smith • Gary Stamm • Steve Trattner 

info@tournamentyachtsales.com • tournamentyachtsales.com 
Ocean City, MD • Outer Banks, NC • Palm Beach, FL 






DOWIsSEY 






561 - 842-3225 

207 E. Blue Heron Blvd, Suite 1 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 



VAQHT SALES, INC. 





65’ Hatteras 2001 
T/Cats 341 2E - Low Hours 
Spacious Interior 
4 Staterooms 
I Great Condition Hatteras Quaiity! 



68’Wanchese 1997 
T/Cats 3412 - Low Hours 
Extensive updates in 2015 
Fantastic Sea Boat 
Proven Tournament Winner! 




170’ Expedition MY Refit 2006 
6 Ensuite Staterooms 
Extensive Range, Helipad, Fresh Water Pool I 
Great Selection of Toys 
Comfortable Explorer! 



56’ Sunny Briggs 2009 
Cat C-18s with 5 Yr Warranty 
30 Knot Cruise 
Captain Maintained 
Fantastic Ride! 



WWW. DowneyYachts. com 





TECHNO'^r^MARINE 



72 ’ AMERICAN CUSTOM YACHTS 
“CASCA DURA” 









■«' Fully painted 201 3 Teak Deck 2013 w Interior updates 201 5 CALL Rory Kline: 
4 SR/ 4 Heads 3,000 Gals of Fuel TURNKEY (954) 873 - 5123 



OLD PORT COVE MARINA PALM BEACH 866.356.3943 WWW.TECHNOMARINEYACHTS.COM 



JANUARY 2016 102 MARUINMAli.C OM 













2352 PGA Boulevard 
Palm Beaoh Gardens, FL 33410 



•• 

me fix. a ^ 



'The '^rckem^e 



561.799.6511 

info@macgregoryachts.com 



Jamie MacGregor, Scott Alvarez, Robert Biber, Joe Dougherty, Tommy Ewer, Max Olivier, Jimmy Werling 



MacGregorYachts^oi 



4r SEAHUNTiH Zm%, Quid l»hp Vini«li» w/ 
300 hre ni wammy ehrotigh 2020. (kian gen 
w/ separate diesel tank. (3) Garmin touchscreen, 
autopilot, FUR night vision. Palm Beach Tower, flat 
screen TV, 770 gal fuel. Carbon Kevlar lamination 
technology. Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



M* RVBOVICH Twin TOTiriwi. m Piintii 
Qn ddim M' Elf . bwk by RyfhHikh. A1 
the highest standards by knowledgable owners. Repainted, 
total interior refit at Rybovich, new teak deck & covering 
boards, new LED tower lights, running lights, interior accent 
lights. Truly turn-key! Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



42' RYBOVICH (MARGARITAVICH) EXPRESS 
WALKAROUND 2004. Twin 660hp Cummins QSM11 
Electronic (2000hr Inspection 2014). The perfect boat for 
fishing or cruising wAoo many updates to mention. This 
vessel has been maintained by a professional captain and 
is lift kept. Must seel Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



42' INVINCIBLE 2014. Triple 350 Yamahas, hardtop, 
tow eye, extra batteries. She is set up as a tender 
with all the bells and whistles. Garmin electronics, 
dive door, forward seating, custom painted hull 
and motors, bow thruster, etc. Warranty until 2020! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



M' SUNNY BRIGGS 2001. G-30 Cals ISSOtip, 2 
Kortham Ughbgaitatatari. FaHtund a targa talan 
with dinette and 3 oversized staterooms. She's had 
many updates and is ready to go. Fantastic sea boat. 
Lficattd in Tams. CwuclWDddwideCemrif Agent. 



sr JIM SiVfTTH 19SS. 12 cyliadef MANe provide 32 
kl trtiiie §7Dgpb. 3 ttalaroMU / 3 haad lay^ Ma|cir 
updates in 2012 include mezzanine with custom 
refrigeration, new teak deck and covering boards, all 
new iileriH'. EkcalliefKcefllitlofil CotnAid Worldwide 
Central Agent. 



50' FiS 2012. Volvo IPS drive tystsmfrwides 30la 
croiia ipetd. VetTgoadita batfl Wflb tipactacylitf 
2 stateroom interior layout! A prime example of 
what a custom boat should be. Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent. 



46'TIDES CUSTOM 2016. Powered by twin 715hp 
QSMIls, 12kW generator. This is a one-of-a-kind custom 
convertible that offers all the amenities. Come in now and 
choose your colors of paint, your own interior preferences, 
and your tower selection. Make this "your" custom boat! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 












74'TRlBLrrE 2CK73. RBpowfnd in ZD12 wflh 032Ais 
Ptovidn AlOkL cruise, holdi 33QQ gallDnicilhiaL 
Incredible 4 stateroom / 4 head layout. She's built 
to travel with redundant equipment and she shows 
vwy nice. Dont min Itiii will CovHiclWorldwidi 
Central Agent. 



TRIBUTE 200T 4ilfltBrooni/3li«id liyciit, 
plu( a huge tackle renri. Fowerad by Cal C-3ZAi 
boasting a 35 kt cruise, burning 112 gph. She has 
a beautiful cherry wood interior accented by rich 
laathan and exotic maibln. Site's ready to f e 
anywfHft. Contact Worldwide Cestril Agem. 



er BLACKWELL 2006. CaterpiUarC-SZ-As witli 
warranties provide a 36 knot orataen 2 deneralort, 
and holds 2175 gallons of fuel. Three staterooms, 
full A/C on mezzanine. This is the nicest Blackwell 
ever built. Sha is raady to go! CootoctWorldwde 
Central Agent. 



TlTAjV 2015. Ftwend by CAT C^32t sllewtiii ber b 
cnilsatl3lkli.Sb4CirtieiZ2l]|]gallMi1arlBi| isitgs 
capabilities. Featuring a beautiful 3 SR, 3 full head layout 
accented by lavish cherry wood interior. New condition and 
perferMtiBiy vMitii J-Ni. Agraetofftttiiiityhiiowc i Mu 
boot widtodtlNi wsHI CiMlati Wsfldwlda Castnl Agafil 






83' SEA FORCE IX 2007 



76' MARK WILLIS 2008 









A fishing battleship with the 
comforts of a motor yacht. 2400 bp 
16V2000S provide a 29 kt cruise. 

4 SR / 4 head layout, tremendous 
salon w/top of the line equipment 
& a fisherman's cockpit. Built by a 
highly knowledgable owner, this 
boat has it all and can do it all. 
Cmilicl Wnrldwids CBiib'il AnifL 



MTU M/93s,2400hp.This is the 
highest pedigree finish ever! 
She's perfect in every way! 
Tremendous 4 stateroom layout 
& superior seakeeping abilities. 
She's ready and better than new! 
Contact Worldwide 
Central Agent. 






75' WEAVER 
BOATWORKS 2015 



74' SCARBOROUGH 2011 



MTU M-93s, 2400 hp engines 
provide a 35 knot cruise. An 
absolute beast in a sea! Beautiful 
teak interior accented by 
gorgeous white onyx. It features 
a 4 SR layout with custom decor 
throughout. She shows new and is 
ready to go now. Very nice piece! 
Contact Worldwide Central Agent. 



MTU M-94 2400s w/ 85 hrs. provide 
an easy 35 kt cruise. Magnificent 4 
SR layout w/full beam master. A/C & 
tremendous custom refrigeration in 
mezzanine, 2 gyros, 2800 gallons of 
fuel for long range. Absolutely better 
than new! Ready to go anywhere now! 
Contact Wor!dwide Centra! Agent. 





FOX YACHT SALES 




/av YikIji ikiki 



HUGE BROKERAGE 
INVENTORY 



^0 




Viking Convertibles 

58' Enclosed Bridge 1999 $375,000 Call Chris Fox 
48' 2005, 1100 MANS, $659,000 Call Peter Fox 
45' Viking 2003, 800hp MAN'S, $390,000 Call Chris Fox 

45' ZOOS, 9D0tip MAN'S $750, DOQ Cill Aaron Oclchef 




Cabo Flybridges 

48' Cabo 2008, C18 CAT's, $699,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' Cabo 2004, 3126 CAT's, $219,000 Call Chris Fox 
43' 2002 Refit 800 MANS $419,000 Call Chris Fox 




48' Viking Convertible 2004 

MAN 860hp, extra fuel, 3 stateroom layout, FUR, 
SAT TV, Garmin and Furuno electronics, transom 
live well, Murray teak chair. Very nice condition. 
$565,000 Call Dee Wallace 



65' Merritt 1993 

1500 HP DD Series 2000, twin gensets, 
mezzanine, new 2012 electronics, 
turn-key, constantly upgraded! 
$1,250,000 Call John Cochrane 



60' Riviera Enclosed Flybridge 2005 

Cat C30's, 4 staterooms 3 heads, new teak 
cockpit, 2 Gens., FUR, Eskimo, water maker, 
Furuno & Garmin electronics. Absolutely 
pflsbriell $850, D«J Call PtetofFoi 



61' Viking Convertible 2003 

Twin 1480hp MTU's, twin generators, premiere 
interior, teak cockpit and covering boards. 
Captain maintained and constantly updated. 
$750,000 Call Peter Fox 



Cabo Expresses 

40' 2007 w/ MAN'S $419,000 Call Peter Fox 
35' 2001, 3208 CAT's, $125,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' 2003, 450hp CATS, $185,000 Call Chris Fox 
35' 1994 3208 CAT's $85,000 Call Chris Fox 



65' Hatteras Convertibles 

1994 Open Bridge, 16V92's, 
$349,000 Call John Cochrane 
1987 Enclosed Bridge, MTU V8 396's, 
$299,000 Call John Cochrane 



WWW.FOXYACHTSALES.COM 




203 W. Cotter, Port Aransas, TX 78373 
361-749-4870 



35 AAazatlan, Rockport, TX 78382 
361-729-3150 



1900 Shipyard Dr., Seabrook, TX 77586 
409-739-4817 



ORDER YOUR 

2016 

FISHING 

CALENDAR 

FOR ONLY $14.97! 

Plus, SAVE $2 
on each additional 
calendar. 




Order online today at www.marlinniag.coni/cal 
or call 888-224-0137 in the U.S. (Canada and Inti: 515-237-3697). 

Price includes $3 shipping & handling (US only). Canadian and International orders, please inquire 
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*Not for sale or charter to US residents while in US waters 



PALM BEACH MONACO FORT LAUDERDALE 

TEL +1 (561) 833-4462 TEL +211 97 77 67 57 TEL -hi (954) 703-5737 

1 50 Worth Avenue, Suite 1 36 Le Panorama, 57 Rue Grimaldi 1 31 8 SE 2nd Avenue 

Palm Beach, FL | 33480 Monaco 98000 Fort Lauderdale, FL | 33316 

www.WorthAvenueYachts.com Team@WorthAvenueYachts.com 







M 



Off the Deep End 



y 



IF YOUR FOUR LEGOED FRIEND IS ONE OF 

YOUR FISHING BUDDIES, SEND US A PHOTO OF IT 
Off SHORE TO 0f INCLUDED 3hl OUR ONLINE GALLERY 
AT M ARLI N MAG . CO M/BO ATDOQ S. 



MAA^^S KKST 
FISHTAG FUIEA D 



You’re never in need of a fishing buddy when you have a dog 

BY DAVE FERREEE 



One of the many positive aspeets of keeping track of your friends on 
Facebook, Instagram, Periscope or whatever is that we get to see a 
glimpse of their fishing exploits, no matter where they are or who they 
are with. More and more often, it seems, their photos of big-fish 
catches are punctuated by a furry, four-legged photo bomber of one 
dog breed or another. 



Throughout human history, dogs have 
played an important role in many aspects 
of life. Working dogs helped provide meat 
by assisting during hunts; they provided 
protection for the family, carried loads 
during long marches and even became an 
invaluable mode of transportation in the 
form of sled dogs in northern climes. But 



as much as dogs help us through their hard 
work, perhaps their greatest contribution 
comes from their companionship 
and loyalty. 

As many of you know, it’s not always 
easy to find someone to go fishing with. 
Busy schedules and the hectic carnival of 
family life can keep your buddies at the 
dock more often than not. And because 
fishing is infinitely more fun when you can 
share the experience, sometimes you wind 
up staying home instead of going alone. A 
good fishing dog can put an end to that 
little dilemma. 

I met my first real fishing dog while 
I was dating my wife, over 23 years ago. Her 
brother’s good friend owned a boat and a 
jet-black three-legged Labrador mix named 
Sharky. I can’t remember how Sharky lost 
his leg, but by the way he got around on the 
boat and his love to be in the water. I’m 
sure he’d forgotten as well. After spending 
several days with him, I vowed that one day 
I’d try to find myself a true water dog just 
like him. 

I eventually picked Charlie from a litter 
of Jack Russell terriers one of my co-workers 
put up for adoption — she was the fattest 
of the lot, and I thought she’d make a fine 
dog. Unfortunately, the breeder felt the 
same way and picked her out after I’d already 

Davis Hardesty (right) says his Labrador, 
Dixie, likes to go offshore fishing more 
than she likes to duck hunt. 




chosen. A little heartbroken, I passed on 
the remaining dogs in the litter. Two weeks 
later, my friend called and said the breeder 
had decided one more dog was too much 
for her household and asked if I still wanted 
the puppy. I brought her home that day. 

Charlie, like all Jack Bussells, had no 
sense of her small size; she’d attack just 
about any dog on sight, and it almost cost 
her life on two occasions. Other than that, 
she was a smart, loving dog that really loved 
to go fishing. A whisper of the word or 
a move toward a rod would send her into a 
spasm of leaps, yelps and howls that could 
wake the dead. She’d hit the front door 
running and wouldn’t stop until we got 
back home. In her later years, I had her up 
in Destin, Florida, over Easter break, and 
I took her out fishing with Capt. Pat Dineen, 
looking for some early cobia on the beach. 
Charlie hit the boat with her usual enthu- 
siasm, but soon the chilly temps and cold 
water got to her old bones, and it was clear 
she wasn’t liking the trip. When we got back 
to the dock, she sprinted off the boat toward 
the truck and wouldn’t come back. It was 
one of the first times she didn’t come to me 
when I called her. She was pushing 14 years 
old at the time, so I figured it would be her 
last trip, and it was; she died in my arms 
the next spring. 

After about a year, my wife decided 
I was ready for another dog — one of her 
co-workers just so happened to have a litter 
of Jack Russell puppies up for adoption. 
I’m a sucker for little girl dogs, so I picked 
Skipper out of the bunch. Skipper is 2 years 
old now, and she’s a bit sweeter version of 
Charlie. She’s timid around other dogs, and 
she’s a lot nicer to the fish when they hit 
the deck — distributing kisses instead of a 
death grip on the throat. You’ve gotta love 
a Jack Russell. @ 
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COURTESY DAVIS HARDESTY (LEFT). © LIFE ON WHITE / ALAMY (TOP) 








Go big or go home. 

The new Series 2000 M96. Faster acceleration. Outstanding maneuverability. 



Get ready for battle. The new Series 2000 M96 engine is 
ideal for the new class of sportfishing yachts. Available 
in both 12V and 16V configurations, from 1,700-2,600 
hp, the M96 enhances acceleration and meets Tier 3 
recreational emission standards without sacrificing fuel- 
efficiency. Experience the Series 2000 M96-a big step 
up in power and performance. 







www.mtu-online.com 



Power. Passioa. Partaersbip. 



ELIMINATE BOAT ROLL. 
KEEP EVERYONE SMILING. 





www.sea ke ep erxo m 



